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ni tops 
JPUBLIS as 


TO THE 


<7 - H E Author "” this 


_ Diſcourſe. being 
_ fred to Preach. 

at a place where he was, 
from home: He recol- 
lected the Sermon which 
be had laſt delivered 7# 
his own Congregation, aud 
made $. e < that, It ſeems 


A3 there 


| there Were preſent who I 
chanced to miſtake his 
meaning 7 ſome things 
z0t inconfiderable, T o ſa- 

_ tisfie ſome of thoſe, heſ 
writ down the Diſcourſe | 
_ While "was yet freſh in bis 
memory , mtending it for f 
| the ſight of two or three, 
_ by Whom he was ſo unhap- | 
Py as to be miſappre- 
 hended, Before thoſe went | 
_ out of his hands, I had, 
accidentally, a fight of | 
them 7 his Chamber, (| 
and thought they might | 
be very fit for the pub- 
VE, 'l1que 


SY to the Reader. 8 
» lique view, to Which I 
J defired they might be ex- 
| Ff poſed. Becanſe the Sub- 
g ject zs great, and grave; 
J and the Diſcourſe, 1m my 
i 7adement, grves 4 very 
clear and intelligible ac-_ 
count of the real difficul- 
| ties of Religion, and the 
| way 70 overcome them: 
both Which are too uſually 
handled in Phraſes and 
Confuſons, By Which it 
will appear, that thoſe 
whom ſome are pleaſed 1m 
ſcorn, to call the Ratio- 
nal Divines, do not make: 
A4 the 
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the way to Heaven 0 1 
ealie, ds thoſe Maligners 
of them, affirm of their |} 
DofQtrines: But imdeed } 
repreſent it fo as the | 
Scripture bath done to their | 
hands. F 


Beſides which , 1 found | 


in this Diſcourſe, a very 
plain and praQticable me- 
thod to att by, in order || 
fo ones being good and | 
' happy; even ſuch a one as 
| ſeems to me very apt 0 
; incourage 0#r endeavours, 
and ſoberly and ſafely to 
| __. direct 


| tothe Reade,  * 
1 direct 4s 11 them. For it 
# is not made up of Meta- 
4 phors, or dark Generals, 
3 or diſputable Notions , or 
T namerous confuſed Part1- 
calars: But of thmes 
fairly 70 be underſtood , 
and certainly to be pra- 
Ctiſed, and eaſily to be 
remembred:; and ſuch as 
tend all to the perte&ion 
of our natures. 1 thought 
alſo that many conſidera- 
ble things # Religion 
Were ſlated very ſenſibly 
and clearly in theſe Pa- 
pers, and a ground lard 
wy "0 
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' to deliver the minds of || 
men from many vain and | 
unſound A orrons , Which 
haye much perverted and 
depraved the true, ſober, 
practical Drymty. 


Bat the chieſeſt thing 
for which I defied its 


Publication, Was, Becanſe 
zt ſo plainly and diſtinCt- 
_ ly defetls one of the great - 
eſt, moſt popular, and 
moſt dangerous Impoſtures 
of our age, by diſcovering 
how far the meer Am- 
mal Religion may go; aud 

how 


to the Reader, 

S how little zf really font. * 
J fies, notwithſlanding its 
| | glorious ſhews and pre- | 
.tences, By this part of 

1 the Diſcourſe, many may 
ſee how much they have 
been miſtaken 1 the op1- 
mon of their on Godli- 
nek: and that the things 
of which they have been Fo 
enamoured, haye nothing 
Divine or Supernatural 7 
them, I ſay, for ſuch Rea- 
ſons, I was deſirous that 
this Diſcourſe ſhould be 
publique. T he Author at 
firſt was averſe 70 7t, but at 
length 
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length he gave it me to do 
with it What 1 pleaſed: 
And in gratitude for the 
kindneſs, | think fit to do 
bim that right, to grve this | 
account of the occaſion of | 
zts coming abroad, 


And to this I am to add, 
T hat though this Diſcourſe 
was never written fl af- 
fer it had been publickly 
delivered ; yet for the ſa- 
tisfaction of thoſe that 
miſtook zt, I afſure them 
from the Author, T hat here 
is all that was ſpoken, and 


for 
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for the moſt part the ſame 
order and words , only the 
Inferences, and ſome other 
things up and down are ad- 
ded, but nothing that be 
knows omitted, I ſhall pre- 
ſame to add no more, but 


now remit the Reader to 
the Book it ſelf. 
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- The Way to Happineſs. 


———— 


a 
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Luke XII. 24. 


_— 


Strive to enter in at the 
ſtraight Gate : For many, 
I ſay anto you , ſhall ſeek 
to enter in, and (hall not 
be able. 


_— 


INTRODUCTION. 


©? 
2 


FS HEN I conſider the good- 
9WAN/4 neſs of God, and the 


- 
a3 4 » 
—_— 
— 


LRE2E merits of his Son, our 
Saviour; and the Influences of the 


Holy Spirit; and all the advanta- 
B ges 
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ves of the Goſpel ; The certainty of 
its Principles, the reaſonableneſs of M 
its duties, the greatneſs of its ends, # 
the ſutableneſs of its means, the | 
Glory of its Rewards, and the Ter | 
rour of its puniſhments ;. I lay, when | 
I conſider theſe, and then look 
upon Han as a reaſonable Crea- 
ture, apprehenſive of Duty, and 
Intereſt, and apt to be moved by | 
hepes and fears , Icannot but won- 
der, and be aſtoniſht to think , 
that notwichſtanding all this , the | 
far greater part of men ſhould fi-| 
nally milcarry, and be undone, | 
'Tis poſſible jome ſuch Conſiderati- | 
ons might be the occaſion of the 
Queſtion propounded ro our Saviour =; 
in the verſe imraediacely foregoing 
the Text ..---- Lord, are there Few 
that be faved ? (70d 1s Love, and all. 
the Creatures are His, and mana |; 
ET noble 
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3 
Mnoble ſort; He is the Lover of Men, 
Bod Thou art the Redeemer of Men, 

5: FAnd though Man hath offended , 
Yycc God is propenſe to pardon, and 
In Thee he is reconciled ; He is de- 
Ylirous of our happineſs, and Thou 
art come into the world to offer, 
and promote ir; and the Holy 
S Gho#t is powerful and ready to afliſt 
/ Your indeavours; We were made 
Y for happineſs, ahd we ſeek it; 
» And ——= Lord, are there Few that 
C be ſaved? T he Text is Chriſt's re» 
|- Frurn to the Queſtion, Strive to en- 
'» Wter in at the ſtraight Gate: for many, I 
ay unto you, will ſeek to enter , and 
ſhall not be able. In which words 
we have three things. 

(1) An Anſwer imply d; Straight 
is the Gate. 

(II) A duty exoreſt , Strive to 


enter, 
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(III) A Conſiderationto ingage 

- our greater care and diligence in 
the Duty 3 For many will /eek to en- if 
ter, and ſhall not be able, 

By the Gate we may underſtand 
the entrance, and all the way of 

Happineſs, and that is , Religion, 
By the ftraightneſs of it, the Diff- 
calties we are to encounter , By 
ſtriving, earneſt and yſincere endeas- | 
vour : By ſeeking, an imperfe&t ſtri-i 
ving; And from the words thus 
briefly explain'd, Theſe Propofiti-fi 
ons offer themſelves to our Conſ1- 
deration. 

I. There are many andareat 
difficulties in Religion, The 
Gate is ſtraight. _ 

11. The Difficulties may be 
overcome by ſtriving, Strive to 


enter... 


IL There 
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Wving that will not pzocure an 
 Sentrance, For many will ſeek to 
Menter in, and frall not be able, 


CHAP. I. 


LT here are great Difficulties in 
Ft Religion. Religion 13 207 
hard tobe underſiood.T he 


Difficulties arzſe(1)from 
the Depravities of 0ar 
Natures, (2) from the In- 
fluences of the ſenſes, (3) 
frem the diſorder of 0#r 
paſſion, (4) from the pow- 
er of Cuſtom, 75) from 
evil example, and (6) 
| = from 


8 | The Way 
| from worldly intereſts 
_ and \ngagements, | 


SECT. I. 


Begin with the FIRST in | 


order, viz- That there are 
many and great difficulties in 


Religion ; And to what I have | 


to lay about 1t, I premiſe this ne- 
oative Confideration , That the 
Difficulties of Religini do not lye 
in the UN DERS TANDING. Relt- 
iow 1 a plain thing , and eafie to 
be underſtood. *Tis no deep ſubtilcy, 
or higb-ſtrgin'd notion; *tis no g1l- 


ard phancy, or elaborate exerciſe of 


the brain, 'Tis not plac'd in the 
clouds of Imagination , nor wrapt 
up in myſtical cloathing ; - But 'tis 
obvious and familiar, eaſie and intel- 
ighhl eS A Preaga t by Fiſhermen, 

___and 
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and Wechanicks , without pomp 


| # ſpeech, or height of ſpeculati- 


n - addreſt to Fubes and Plebei- 


Yar og Pn and intended to govern 


the wills of the honeſt, and ſincere. 
and notto exerciſe the wits of the 
notional , and curious., So that we 
need not mount the wings of the 


J wind to fetch Religion from the 
© /tars ; nor go down to the deep to 


fetch it up from thence; For *tis 
with us, and before us , as open as 
the day, and as familiar as the 
light, The great Precepts of the 
Goſpel are cloathed in Sun-beams, 
and are as vilible to the common eye, 
as to the Eagle upon the higheſt 
perch. *Tis no piece of wit or ſub= 
tilty to be a Chriſtian , nor will it 
require much ſtudy, or learned re- 
tirement to underſtand che Religion 
we muſt practile, That which 
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was to be known of God , was mas} 


nifeſt tothe very Heathen, Rom. i, 7 


19. The Law i light, ſaith Solo. 


mon. Prov. vi. 13. And 'tis not! 
only a ſingle paſſing glance on the} 
eye; but 'tis put into the heart , and] 
the promile is, that we ſhall all know 
him, from the greateſt to the leaſt. Our 
duty is ſetup in open places, and 
ſhone upon by a clear beam, T'was 
written of old upon the plain Tables| 
of Habakkuk, Hab. ii. 2. So that! 
the 7unning eye might ſee andread : 
And the Religion of the H. Jeſus ,| 
like himſelf , came into the world 
with rayes about irs head. 
Religion, I ſay, is clear, and 


plain, and what is not ſo, may con- 


cern the Theatre, or the Schools ; 
may entertain mens Wits, and ſerve 
the intereſt of diſputes, Bur *tis no- 
thing to Religien, 'tis nothing to the 

intereſt 


fo Happineſs, "$M 
intereſt of mens ſouls. 54 
Religion was once a Myſtery,bue 
the Myſtery is revealed. And thoſe 
things that we yet count Myſteries , 
are plainly enough diſcover'd as to 
their being ſuch as we believethem, 
though we cannot underſtand the 
manuer how; and 'tis no part of 
Religion to inquire into that , but 
rather It injoins us meekly to ac- 
quielce in the plain declarations of 
Faith without bold ſcrutiny into bid- 
den things. Infifert then I ſay, the 
difficulties of Religion are not in the 
Underſtanding ; In prompto && Facils 
eft eternitas, (aid the Father, The 
affairs of eternity depend on things 
eafie and Familiar. AndlI premiſe 
this to prevent dangerous miſtakes. 
But though Religion be fo fa- 
cile, and plain a thing to be un- 
derſtood , yet the way to Heaven is 
na 


A L . re »+ xk os + il F " JP As bg & "Y% %- « bY . Fw C W - " © FO" 3 : E Y by. A.” 7 >» NO " as ' ; . . ' X . 
: . o 
7 » A 
= ' * * 4% Ll 
, ft q , d . 


no bread, or ſic Path. The Gate 
i ſtraight enough for all that, and 
I now come to ſhew what are the 
real difficulties of __ , and 
whence my ariſe. 


SECT. Il. .. 


Ne great Diffculy aeiſth 

from the cepravity of our 
natures, The Scripture intimates , 
That we are conceived in fin, 
Pſalm lv. 5. Trangreſſours from 
the womb , Iſaiah xlviii,. 1 and 
Children of wrath, E phel. ii. 3. And 
we find by experience that we - bring 
Vile inclinations into the world 
with us. Some are naturally cruel, 
= injurious; proud and 1mperi- 
. laitta), and revengetul : 0- 
v8] Covetous, and unjuſt, hu- 
mourſome, and diſcornented . LreA- 
cherous, 
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cherous, and falſe. And there js 
MY ſcarce an inſtance of habitual vice, 
Eor villany, but ſome or other are . 
XJ addicted to it by their particular 
make and natures : 1 lay , their nas 
tures , for certainly it is not true 
what ſome affirm ( to ſerve their 
opinions ) in contradiction to ex- 
Y pcrience; That vices are not in mens 
J natural propenſions; but inflild by 
© corrupt education, evil cuſtoms and 
A examples : For we ſee that thoſe 
T whoſe education hath - been the 
J /ane, do yer differ extreamly from 
exch other intheir inclmations , And 
ſome , whoſe breeding hath been 
Car eſs and looſe, who have ſeen al- 
moſt nothing elſe bur examples of 
vice; and been inftrufted in little, 
belidesthe arts of Vanity and plea- 
ſure . 1 ſay, there are ſuch who not- 
wichſtandingcheſ their unhappy cirs 
cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, diſcover none of thoſe 
vile inclinations, and propenfions, 
that are in others whole education | 
hath been very ftri& and advanta- | 
geous. This Ithink is enough to 
ſhew that many of our evil ha- 
bits are from nature, and not from 
cuſtom only. 
And yet | cannot ſay that Hu- 
mane Nature is ſo debaucht, that | 
every man 1s inclin'd to every evil 
by it : For there are thoſe, who by | 
their tempers are averſe to ſome | 
kind of vices, and naturally diſpos 
ſed co the contrary yertues; ſome | 
by their conſtitutions are inclined | 
to hate Cruelty, Covetouſneſs, lying , | 
| impudence, and injuſtice, and are by | 
temper merciful, liberal, modeſt , true, | 
and juſt, There are kinds of vis | 
ces which our natures almoſt «ni- 
_ werfally rile againſt, as many beſti« | 
SHINE alities, 
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alities, and ſome horrid (ruelties, 
And all men,except Monſters in hu- 
mane form, are diſpoſed to ſome 
vertues, {ſuch as Love to Children , 
and kindneſs to friends, and Bene- 
faGors. All chis I muſt confeſs and 
ſay, becaule experience conſtrains 
me; and I donotknow why 0y- 
ſtematick notions ſhould ſway more 
then that. | 
Bur notwichſtanding theſe laſt 
conceſſions , 'tis evident enough 
that our natures are much Vitiated, 
and deprayed ; and this makes our 
buſineſs in the way of Religion, 
difficult, For our work 1s, to 
cleanſe our Natures , and to deſtroy 
thoſe evil Inclinations, to crucifie 
the old man, Rom. vi. 6. and to 
purge out the old leven, 1 Cor. v.>. 
1his is Religion, and the way of hap* 
 pineſs, which muſt needs be very 


difficult, 


Iffial, and anedf e. For the vices 
of Inclination are very dear, and * 
grateful to us They are our right * 
Tank ,and our right eyes. and eſteem- 2 
ed as oxr ſelves: So that to cut off, | 
and pluck out theſe, and to bid de- | 
fiance to, and wage war againſt 
our ſelves ; ro deſtroy the firſt-born 
of our natures, and to lop off our | 
own limbs; This cannot but be very | 
1 kjom and diſp (eaſant imployment, & 
this is one chiet buſineſs ;and a con= 
{1derable thing that makes gn 


difficult, 
SECT. ll. 


Nother difficulty ariſeth 
from the Influence of the 
Senſes. We are creatures of ſenſe , 
and ſenſible things do moſt pow- 
eriully move us; we are born Chil- 


dren, and live a firſt the life of 
ſw. 


# (0 Happinels, "I 

beafts. That Age receives deep impreſs 
MY ſffons, and thoſe are made by the. 
 F [erſes, whole intereſt grows frong, 
{ ind eſtabliſht in us betore we come. 
tothe uſe of reaſon,and after we have 
arrived to the exercile of that, ſenſt- 
ble objects ſtill poſſeſs our affeions, 
and ſway our wills, and fill our Ima- 
Y 2inations, and influence our Under- 
& /tandings; ſo that we love, and hate; 
= we deſire and chooſe, we phancy, and 
we diſcourſe according to thoſe imz 
J preſfions; And hence its that we 
Y are enamonr'd of trifles, and fly irom 
& our happineſs ; and purſue Vexation , 
Y and embrace miſery, and imagine 
perverſely , and reaſon childiſhly : For 
the influence of the body, and its 
ſenſes are the chief Fountains of 
of fin , and Folly and Temptation : 
| Upon which accounts it was that 
the Platonical Philoſophers declaim'd 
MTS en 


, LY xd 


+ he 4 
ME ARSS 
an N — mn.” þ . © 6 4. "W750 Y vo , : TY - " + m% "OF $7 oe hr. <4 q 4 
"tbo. . % ? hs »> y % y* Mn WD * 45+ 2 08 od 3s |. - of HS, Rad . F450 6 4.8 Hg 4 a AA 1 wg "NY ; . 
wb: th IK. +: . y; " y , of ba ahi EDS -, 7% "3 SHDN Gs 33% ft V2 hy "oy ” \ he Le #5 % 
"uo WOES . | # \2"Þ - R 43 
ey [ % * 7 : 1 p, 't v4. : Ro 4 ” of * Fo + 
* s 1 . * # F Mt, Lt 2 & 78 
4 * - hs , . ” \ E * | i $ j : . 
v "Wo" F os oy # - $ " | 7 L 
o ” LS / S 2 
3 Wit ' 28% 4 i by" 4 'L : 
) | L © "uo 
= 
o 
- 


Ls 


” 


F f.cnndty athebidy, and] 
.,, crib'd allevils, and miſchiet to it, 
calling vice «azia wwe, corporee prſtes, 
material evils, and bodily plagues. 
Aid the Apoſtle that underſtood 
It better, calls ſin by the name of 
Fleſh. Gal. v. 17. Works of the fleſh, 
Gal. v. 19. Law of the Members, 
Rom. vii. 23. and cties out up- 
on the body of this death, Rom. vil. 
24. | 
- And now this is our natural con- 
dition , a /fate ſubject to the preva- 
lent influences of ſenſe, and lo fin, 
and temptation by them , And 'tis 
our work in Religion , to mortifie 
the body, Rom. vill, 13. and to 
Ceaſe from making proviſion for the 
Fleſh, Rom. xiii. 14. and from 
fulfilling the luſts thereof, Gal. v. 14. 
To render our lclves dead to the 
prevalent life of ſenſe, and fin, 


Rom. 
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Rom. vi. 8. _ 1t.V. and to «- 
riſe to A neÞ Life, Rom. vi 4. The 
Life of righteouſneſs, and Faith, 
Hab. it. 4 A Life that hath othet 
Principles, and other pleaſures ; 0= 
ther obje&s , and other ends, and 
ſuch as neither eze bath ſeen, nor ear 
heard , nor any 'of the ſenſes percei- 
ved, Ye, thu.is a Life that is ex- 
exciſed in contradiftion to the judg= 

ments of ſenſe. Its ſoy, Is Tribulatis 
on, Jam. 1. 2. It's Glory, reproaches , 

2 Pet. iv. 14. It's beight , is lowneſs , 

Luke xiv. 11. It's greatneſs, in be- 
ng meaneſt , Mat. xx. 27. And 
It's riches, in having nothing, 3 Cor. 
vi. 10. To ſuch al.ife as this, Re- 
ligion is to raiſe us. and it muſt 
needs be difficult to make w, who 
are ſo much Brutes, tobe ſo much 
Angels . u,who ſeem to live by no= 


Thing le bur ſenſe, to live by n0- 
thing 


thing If This with a withels- 1s 
an hard, and wcafte work , and 


another difficulty in Religion- 
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Ul.) \ Third proceeds from the 


| natural | aiferder and rage 
of our paſſrons. Our Corrupt na- 
rures are like the troubled Sea, I/a. 
Ivii. 20. And our paſſions are the 
waves of that Ocean , that tumble 
and ſwell, and keep a mighty 
noile . They daſh againſt the rocks, 
and break one ſt another ; 
and our peace, and happineſs is 
ſhipwrackt by them. Our paſſions 
make 15 miſerable. We are ſome- 
times ſtifled by their numbers, and 
confounded by their diſorders , and 
torn to pieces by their Violence ; 


mounted to the clouds by ambition, 
and 


"tb Happinels, 9 
and thrown down to the deep by 
deſpair , ſcorcht by the flames of 
Luſt, and overwbelm'd by the wa- 
ters of unſtable deſire, Paſtons 
fight one againſt another, and all 
| againſt reaſon, they prevail over 
the mind, and have nſurpt the Go- 
vernment of our Actions, and ins 
volve us in continual guilt, and 
miſery. This is the natural ſtate 
of man; and our Work inthe way 
of Religion, is to reſtrain this Vio- 
lexce, and to refifie thele diſorders , 
and to reducethole rebellious pow- 
ers under the Empire, and Govern- 
ment of the mind, their Soveraign. 
And lo to regain the divine image, 
which conſiſts much in the order of 
our faculties , and the ſubjefion of 
tne Brutiſh, to the reaſonable powers. 
This, Ifay, Religion aims at, to raiſe 
us to the perfetFion of our natures, 
4 —_ 
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Ut 5. our unruly paſſions and de- 
fires , and crucifying the fleſh with 
its affeFtions, and luſts, Gal.v. 24. And 
thereby to make us bumble 1n 
Proſperity, quiet in Adverſity , meek 
under provocations, Steady amid(t 
remptations; modeſt 4n our defires , 
temperate 1n our 1joyments ; conStant 

ro our reſolutions, and contented in | 
all conditions. Here 1s our. great 
buſineſs, and our work is this : And 
certainly *tis no eafte thing to bring 
2rder out of a Chaos, and to ſpeak 
a. tempeſi into a calm, to reſift a 
:orrent , and to ſtop and turn the 
'xde ; to ſubdue a rebellious rabble, 
 «ndto change them from tyranni- 
cai Maſters, to modeſt and obedient 
{:rvants; Thele, no doubt, arc 
works of difficulty enough, and thele 
uſt be our imployment in the way 


of 


of Religion; and on this ſcorealſo, 
the Gate i /[traight, * 


SECT. Y.- 


(IV.)( HR workin Religion is yer 
more difficult , upon the 
account of Cuſtom, to which weare 


ſubjeCt,and by which we are ſwayed 


WW much. Thi is vulgarly ſaid to be 


another nature, and the Apoltlecalls 
It by that name, 1 Cor. xi. 14. Doth 
not nature it ſelf teach you, that if a 
man have long hair, it is a ſhame unto 
bim ? By the word Natare, the beſt 
Interpreters ſay onely Cuſtom is 
meant. fince long hair is not de- 
clared ſhameful by the Law , and 
Light of Nature, taken in it's chief, 
and propereſt ſenſe : For then it 
had. neyer been permitted to the 
Nazarites : But the contrary cuſtom, 

| Cz nn 


22 —_ Way 
in the Nations that uſed it not, 
made it ſeem ſhameful and indecent. 
There are other places in Scripture, 
and antient Authors, wherein Na- 
ture 1s put for Cuſtom * But I muſt 
not inf1it on this, the thing I am 
about is, That cuſtom is very powers 
ful; and as it makes a kind of Na- 
' ture, ſo, many times, it maſters and 
ſubdues it. Wild creatures are here- 
by made gentle and familiar , and 
thoſe that naturally aretame enough 
are made to degenerate into wild- 
nels by it. 
| And now belides the original de- 
pravities of our natures, we have 
_ contratted many vitious | habits by 
corrupt and evil uſages ; which we 
were drawn into at firſt by plea- 
ſure, and vanity in our young and 
inconſiderate years, While we were 
led " the direftions of ſenſe: 
___ 
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Theſe, by frequent as, grow at laſt 
' into habits, which though in their 
| beginning they were tender as a. 
plant, and cafie to have been cruſhe 
| or blaſted, yet time and uſe hardens 
chem into the firmneſs of an Oak, 
that braves the weather, and can 
endure the ſtroak of the Axe, anda 
' ſtrong arm. IS 
| Now todeſtroy and root up theſe 
obſtinate cuſtomary evils, is another 
part of our work. And Religion 
teacheth us to put off concerning the 
old converſation the old man, Epheſ: 
iv. 22. andto receive new impreſsi- 
\ ons and inclinations; to be renewed 
in the ſpirit of our minds, v. 23. and 
to put on the new man, v. 24. To 
make #5 ew hearts, Ezek. xviiigt. 
and to walk in newneſs of life, Rom. 
Vi. 4. This we are to do, and this 
we may well ſuppolc to be hard 

_ 04 work ; 
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work , the Scripture compares it to 
the changing the skin of the Athio- 
pian, and the ſpots of the Leopard, | 
Jer. xiii. 23. and elſewhere. How 
can they do good, that are accuflomed 
to do evil ? Jer, xiii. 23. Tis bard, 
no doubt; and this is another tif: 
ficulty in Religion. 


(V.) The power that Example 

hath over us, makes the way of Re- 
ligion difficult Example is more pre- 
valent than precept , for man isa crea- | 
ture given much to imitation,and we | 
are very apt to follow what we ſee 
ethers do, rather than what we gh 
to do our ſelves. 

| And nowthe Apoſtle hath told 
us, That the Whole world lies in wick- 

edneſe 1 Joh. v. 19. and we ſadly 
find it : we cannot look out of 
doors, but we ſeevanity and folly, 


ſenſu; | 


to Happineſs, =; 

WY ſenſuality, and forgetfulneſs of God * 
- 8 Pride and Covetonſneſs, Injuftice and - 
Intemperancey and all other kinds-of 
evils : Theſe we meet with every }. 
where, in publick companies, and 
» Wl private converſations; in the high 
wayes , and in the corners of the 
ſtreets. 

The ſum is, Example is very pow- 
e I erful, and examples of Yice are al- 
- © ways in oureyes, we arg apt to be 
- W rcconciled to that, which every one 
- MW doth, and to do like it; we love 

Y the crodden path, and care not to 
walk in the way which is gone in 
but by a fev. - 

This 1s our condition , and our 
Work in Religion is, to overcome the 
- 8 firong bials of corrupt example, to 
7 IN ſtrive againſt the ſtream, to learnto 
| | begood, though few are ſo, and not 
, | to follow a multitude to do evil, 


Exod. 
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26 The Way 
Exod. xxiit. 2. This is our buſineſs ; 
.and this is very difficult. 


SECT. VI. 


VI.) Ju laſt difficulty I ſhall 
Db. mention, arileth from 
 Worldly interefs and. engagements. 
We have many neceſvities to ſerve, 
both in our Pqrſons, and our Fami- 
lies. Nature excluded us naked into 
the World , without cloathing for 
warmth, or armature for defer.ce , and 
| food is not provided to our hands, 
as it is for the Beaſts, nor de our 

houſes grow for our habitation, and | 
_ comfortable abode. Nothing is pre- 
pared for our uſe without our in- 
duſtry, and endeavours, So that by 
the neceſs;ty of this ſlate, we are cN- 
gaged in worldly affairs ; Theſe, Nas 

| Fare requires us to mind, and Reli- 
| gion 


oO 


to Happinels. w 
gion permits ir; And nothing can | 
be done without our care, and 
care would be very troubleſome , if 
there were not ſome love to the 
objefts we exerciſe our cares upon : 
Hence itis, that ſome cares about the 
things of this world, and love to 
them, 1s allowed us; .and we are 
commanded to continue in the Cal- 
ling wherein God hath ſet us, 1 Cor. 
vii. 20. and are warned that we be 
not ſlothful in buſineſs, Rom.-xii.11. 
We 'may take ſome delight allo inthe 
Creatures that God gives us, and 
love them in their degree : For the 
Animal life may have its moderate 
qualifications ; God made all things, that 
they might enjoy their Being. 

| And now, notwithſtanding all 
this, Religion commands us to ſet 
our aflefions upon things above, Col. 
11,2, not to love the World, 1 Joh. 


1k 15. 
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| 11, 15. to be careful for nothing | 
Phil. iv. 6. to take no chowght for 
#0 morrow, Mat. vi. 34. The meaning 
of which expreſſions is, That we 
ſhould love Gzd and heavenly things 
in the chief and firſt place ; and avoid 
the immoderate degree of Worldly love 
and cares. This is our duty; and 
"ls very difficult : For by realon of = - 
the barry of buſineſs, and thoſe paſ- | 
ſions that earthly engagements ex- 
cite; we confider not things as we 
ſhould, and/o, many times, 'per- | 

_ ceive not the bounds of our permiſ- 
fions, and the beginnings of our re- 
ſtraints, where the allowed mealure 
ends, and the forbidden degree com- 
menceth: what is the difference be- 
rween that care that is a duty, and 
that waich is a fin; Providence and 
Carking ; and. between that love of 
the World which is neceſſary and | 

lawful, 
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Wvfel, and that which is extrava- 
4 ” [ * 
gant and inordinate; TI lay, by reaſon 


of the hurry we are in, amidſt. 
buſineſs and worldly delights, we 
many times perceive not our bounds, 
and ſo flide eaſily into earthly» 
mindedneſs and anxiety, And it is 
hard for us, who are engaged ſo 
much in the World, and who need 


it ſo much, who converſe fo much 


with it, and about it, and whoſe 
time and endeavours are {o Unas 


voidably taken up by it; I ſay, 


J 'cis hard for us, inſuch circamſtan- 


ces, to be crucified to the World, 
Gal. vi. 14. and to all inordinate af- 
feftions to it, to live above it, and 
to ſettle our chief delights and cares 
on things at great diſtance from us, 
which arc #nſutable to our corrupt 
appetites, and contrary to the moſt 
reliſhing injoyments of fleſh, which 


[enſe 
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ſenſe never ſaw nor felt, and which 
the imagination it ſelf could never 
' graſp. This, no doubt, is bard ex- 
erciſe, and this muſt be done in the 
way of Religion, and on this ac: 
count alſo, it is very difficult. 
| Thus of the FIRST Propoſi- 
tion, That there are great dif. 
ficulties in Religion, 1 come 
now to the SECOND. | 


CHAP. IL 


7 hat the Difficulties may 
be overcome. The In- 
ſtruments whereby it may 
be done, vi, Faith, Pray- 
er, and active endeavour, 


T hey areparticularly con- 
fiderd, The Method of 


- endeavour propoſed im 
plain and practicable 
Rules, Some Qualifcati- 
Ons " thoſe Rules. 
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J (ll.) DAT thoſe Difficul- i 
ties may be obercome 


by ſiriving; which imports _ 
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"The ay 
the Enconragement , and the Means ; 
That THE M AY BE V AN- 
QUIS HT. and HOW. 

(1.) Thar che Difficulties may 
be {ubdued , is clearly enough im- 
plyed, in the Precept , We ſhould 
not have been commanded to ſtrive, 
i& it had been impoſbible to overcome. 
God doth not put his Creatures 
upon fruitleſs undertakings : He 
Never requires us to do any thing 
in order to that, which 15 not to 
be attained. Therefore when he was 
reſolved not to be intreated for that 
ſtubborn and Rebellious Nation , 
He would not have the Prophet 
pray for them, Fer. vii. 16. Pray not 


for this people, for I will not hear 
thee. He would not be petitioned 


for that, which he was determined 
not to grant, He puts not his 
Creatures upon any Vain expecta- 


tions 
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tions, and ours, nor would 
he havethem deceive themſelves, by 
fond dependences. When one made 
this Profeſſion to our Saviour, Lord, 
I will follow thee whitherſorver thou 
20eſt, Chriſt tells him, chat he. mulſt 
expe&t from him no worldly ho- 
nours, or preferments, no power 
or ſenſual pleaſure, no, not fo much 


las the ordinary accommodations ot 


Life. The Foxes have Holes, and the 
Birds of the 4ir have Neſts , but the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay hs 
bead Luk.ix.5.8. He would not have 
the man, that likely mighr look for 
theſe, upon the opinion of his being 
the Meſſtas, in the Jew:ſh ſenſe, one 
thar ſhould at laſt, whatever the 
meanneſs of his condition was at 
preſent, appear as a Mighty, and Tri- 
umphant temporal Monarch, I lay, 
our Saviour would not have rhe 


D Man 
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Man follow Him for that, which he 
had not to beſtow upon him. Since 
then that he who would not put us 
upon fruitleſs labours, hath command- 
ed us to ftrive to enter, *tis evident, 
that an cntrance may be procured 


into the gate by ſtriving , and that 
/"he difficulty MAY be overcome. 


SnCT. FE 


HE next thing in oy me- 


manner 15 ;mplied in the Foe; and 

© expreſt 1n the Propsſt tion , Viz. By 

-_ friving; and by ths, is meant, a 

reſolute uſe of thoſe means that are 

| the Inſtruments of happineſs. They 

arethree, Faith,P2aper and active 
Endeavour. 

(1) Faith is a chief Inftrument, 

for 2 overcoming the Difficulties, [ 

have mentioned. And Fauh in 


git 


the general, is the belief of a Teſti- 
mony ; Divine Faith the belief of a 
WDivine Teftimony ; and the chict 
things to be believed, as encourage= 
 Wnents and means fora victory over 
| Whc Difficulties in Religion, arc 
| Wheſe ; That God is reconciled to us by 
bis Son; That he will aſſiſt our weak 
Wndeavours by the Aids of his Spirtt ; 
[ bat he will reward us, if weſtrive as 
ve ought, with immortal Happineſs in 
world of endleſs Glory. 

By our belief of Gods DEIND 70 
onciled, we are {ecured from thoſe 
'ars, that might diſcourage our ap- 
roaches, and endeavours, upon 

e account of his Purity, and Ju- 
ice, By the Faith of his AſfSiſtance, 
Il the objeions againſt our Rriving, 
at ariſe from the greatneſs of the 
ifficulties, and the diſpropordionate 

aneſs of our ftrength,are anſwered. 

D3 And 
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And from our believing eternal re. 
Þards in another world, we have 
mighty motive to engage our utmoſt 
diligence, to conteſt with-all difh. 
culties that would keep us from it. 
What /atifa&on 1s there , ſaith 
the believer, in the gratification 0 
my corrupt inclinations and [enfer, 
16 compariſon with that , whict 
arileth from the favour of God, and 
an intereſt in his Son 2 What difficul. 
ties in my Duty, too great for Di 
vine Aids? What pains are we t( 
undergo 1n the narrow, .and diff 
cult way, that the glory which is a 
the end of it, will not compenſate 
What 1s it to deny a baſe incl 
nation that will .undo me; | 
obedience to Him that made , anc 
redeemed me; and to deſpiſe the lit 
tle things ot preſent: ſenſe , for th 
hope of everlaſting enjoyments F4 
inf 
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. fing pleaſure,for Hallelyjahs * What 
'W were it for me to ſet vigorouſly 
upon thoſe PaſSions,that degrade my 
noble nature, and make me a ſlave, 
and a beaſt, and will make me 
more vile, and more milerable; 
when the Spirit of the moſt High 
is at my right hand to aſſiſt me? 

Why ſhould my noble Faculries, 
that were delign'd for glorious ends, 

© be led into infamous prattices by 
Wl baſe #ſages,and diſhononrable Euftoms ? 
8 Whar is the example of a wicked, /en- 
ſual wretched world, to that of the 

W Holy Jeſus, and all the Army of 
Prophets, Apoſtles and HMartyrs ? 
Whar is there in the world, thar it 
ſhould be loved more than God? 
and what is the Fleſh, thatit ſhould 
have more of our time, and care, 

' 1 Mfban the great intereſts of our 

© Souls ? 
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| Such are the — £08 of 2 
mind, that Faith hath awakened, 
and by them 1t 1s prepared for Vis 


207015 Striving. So thar Faith is 


the Spring of all, and neceſſary to 
the other two infiruments of our 
Happineſs. Beſides which, it-is ac 
ceptable ro God, in it ſelf , and ſo 
diſpoſeth us for his gracious helps, 
by which we are enabled to ever- 
come the Difficulties of our way. 
While a man conſiders the Difficul- | 
ties only, and weighs them againſi 

his own ſtrength, Let him ſuppoſz 
che Liberty of his willte be what he 
pleaſeth , yet while 'tis under ſuch 
diladvantages, that will fignikee very 


little ; and he thar ſees no further, 


fits downi in dilcouragement ; Bur 
when the mind is forttfied with 


che firm belief of divine help , he 


attempts then mo a noble vigour, 
which 


which cannot miſcarry, if it do not 
cool and faint. For he that endures 
to theend, ſhall be ſaved, Mat. xxiv. 
13. Thus Faith ſers the other In- 
ſtruments. of Happineſs on work, 
and therefore 'tis deſervedly reck- 
oned as the firft, and "tis that which 
muſt always accompany the exer- 
ciſes of Religion, and give them life, 
and motion. 


SECT, 11. 


(II.) PBay Per is another means, 


we mult uſe, in order to 

our overcoming the Difficulties of 
he way. Our own, meer, natu- 
al ſtrength is weakneſs, and with- 
dut / 0. vn helps choſe Dificul- 
es are notto be ſurmounted. Theſe 
lids then are neceſſary, and God'is 
ready to beſtow them on us; For 
D 4 He 
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He would haye all men to be ſaved 
and tg come to the Knowledg of the 
Trath, 1 Tim. 11. 4. -But for theſe 
things be will be ſought unte. And 
tis very jaſt, and fit that we ſhould 
addreſs our {elves to him by Prayer, 
to acknowledg our own inſuffici- 
ency, and dependence on him for] 
the metrcies we expect; and thereby 
to own Him for the giver of ever 
200d , and perfeft gift, and to in- 
ſtrn& our ſelves how his favours 
are to be received and wſed , vit. 
with reverence and thanksgiving : 
This I ſay *is bighly fit that we 
ſhould do; and the doing it prepares 
us-<for his bleſſings, and He fails 
not to beſtow them on thoſe that 
are prepared by Faith and Prayer , 
For be giveth liberally and upbraids 
not 3 And our Prayers are required, 
not. as If they could move his will 

which 
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which is always graciouſly inclined 
ro our happineſs, But as it's that 
tribute which we owe our Maker , 
and BenefaFtor , and that without 
which, "tis not ſo fit he ſhould 
beſtow his particular fayours on us. 
For 'tis by no means becoming 
the Divine Majefty , to vouchfafe 
the ſpecialties of his Grace, and 
goodneſs to thoſe, that are not ſen». 
fible that They want them, and 
are not humbled to a due apprehen= 
fion of their weakneſs, and depen- 
dence. But for ſuch as are ſo, and 
_ expreſs their humble defiresin the 
Ardours of Holy Prayer, God never 
denies them the aſſiſtances of his 
Spirit : For if ye being evil (faith 
our Saviour) know how to give good 
gifts unto your ( hildren, how much 
more ſhall your Father which us mm hea- 


ven give good things to thoſe that ask 
Hm? Mart.vil 11. And 


. +4: thats 


And Theſe Divine Helps obtain'd 
by. Faith, and Prayer , and join'd 
with our a&tive conſtant endeavour, 
will not fail to enable us to over- 

come the Difficulties, and to pro- 
cure us an entrance at the ſiraight 
Late. And ſol come tothe Third 
Inflrument of our Happineſs, and 
means that we muſt ule, implied in 
ſtriving, v1Z. 


SECT. LIT. 


Al.) A Etive endeavour, in 
| which Repentance and the 
fraits of it are implied ; Both Faith 
and Prayer are in order to this. and 
without'it they can neither of them 
turn to account. For Faith without 
works is dead, Jam.ii.20, and Prayer, 
without endeavour, fruitleſs ; yea in- 
deed, in the Divine eftimate, it 1s 
none 
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none at all : 'Tis bodily exerciſe, no 
Prayer. For when we invoke Gods 
belp, we defire it, that we may ue 
it - Divine grace is not a Treaſure to 
lay up by us, but an inſtrument to 
work with; Ana when we pray that 
God would aſſiſt us in our endea- 
yours, and endeavour not at all, we 
mock God, and trifle with him-in 
our Prayers : I ſay then, That en- 
deavour is neceſſary, and neceſlary in 
a depree ſo eminent, that thw is 
always included in Faith when 'ris 
taken in the higheſt, and nobleſt 
evangelical ſenſe, viz. for the Faith 
which juſtifies, and ſaves; for that 
comprehends all thoſe endeavours, 
and their fruits , whereby we are 
made happy. 

We muſt not expe& that God 
ſhould do all (exclufively) in the 
work of our Salyation., He doth 
his 
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his part, and we muſt do ours, 
(though we do that, by his help 
too.) He that made us without our 
ſelves , will not ſave #5 without our 
ſelves, ſaid the Father. Weare com- 
manded to ſeek, Mat vii.7. To Run, 
r Cor. 1x.24. To fizht, 1 Tim.vi.12. 
To give diligence, 2 Pet. 1. 10: Theſe 
all iraport afion, and endeavour. 
And that endeavour muſt not be 
only a faint purpoſe, or formal (er- 
vice; but it muſt be imployed.in 
the bigbeſt degree of care, and dili- 
gence. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuf- 
fereth violence, Mat. xi. 12. and this 
violence muſt not be uſed in an 
heat, and ſudden fit only , that cools, 
and dies, and contents it ſelf with 
having been warm for a time. Bur 
ie muſt be a ſteady, and conflant 
courſe of aftivity, a continual. ſtri- 
ving to overcome the remaining 
difficulties of the way. We 
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We muſt endeavour then , vigo- 
rouſly , and conſtantly . and in that, 
(after our Faith is ſtrengehned by 
deep conſideration, and divine aſſt- 
ſtance iraplored by ardent Prayer) 
our courle 1s, 

(l.) To abftain from all the out= 
ward aftions of SIN, and to pere 
form the external a#ts of the contrary 
vertnes To ceaſe to do evil, Ia. 16. 
is the firſt ſtep. When the Publicans 
aske Fohnthe Baptiſt, Luke iti. 12. 
what they ſhould do ; His direi- 
on was, Thatthey ſhould net exaFt, 
ver{ 13. and to the Souldiers asking 
the ſame queſtion, he anſwers, Do 
violence to no man, verl. 14. Theſe 
were the ſins of their particular 
Profeſſions, which were to be quit- 
ted, before any thing could be done 
higher. We have ordinarily more 
power over our ations, than our 

- babits, 
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babits,and therefore we ſhould begin 
here, and tcfolve deeply, by divine 
help , to cut off thoſe ſupplies that 
feed vitious inclinations ; For Wicked 
habits are maintain'd by ations of 
wickedneſs. when they ceaſe, the 
inclinations grow more faint, and 
weak : And when we are come 
but thus far , to have confined our 
lafts, we ſhall be encouraged to 
proceed to deſtroy them. 'Tis 
ſaid , There is no great diſtance 
berween a Princes Priſon and his 
Grave. The laying is moſt true in 
the Caſe of Tyrants, and Mſurpers ; 
and the habits of fin are both, when 
they are reſtrain'd, they are not tar 
from being deſtroyed, it we imploy 
our endeavours,and the divine aids, 
as We ought. 
This then I fay, muſt be done 
Firjt,and the other part of the advice 
6 mult 


id 


. ' * + 


muſt be taken with it, viz. we muſt 
prattiſe the outward athons of the 
contrary vertues. We muſt do well, 
when we ceaſe to do evil, When we 
turn from darkneſs, it muſt be to 
light, 4&s xxvi. 18. Not from one 
| kind of darkneſs to another. When 
we ceaſe to oppreſs,, we muſt be 
charitable ; when we leave to tyran- 
nize over our inferiours, we muſt 
be kind, and helpful to them. When 
we forbear to ſlander, we muſt 
ſpeak all the goed we can of our 
Neighbour. 

The outward actions of vertue 
are in our power ;-and 'tis ſomewhat 
to come lo far as this : What is 
more, viz. The inward love and de- 
light in goodneſs, will ſucceed in 
time, if we perſevere, *Tis not 
ſafe for us to propoſe to our ſelves 
the greateſt heights at firſt; if = 

| 0, 
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do, we arc — and fall 
back, God accepts even of that 


little, if it bein order to more. He 


deſpiſerh not the day of (mall 
things, Zech. iv. 10. If thou doſt 
well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? 
Chriſt loved the young man who had 
kept the external part of the Come 
mandments, Mark x. 21, If he had 
had the courage to have proceeded, 
what he had done, would have 
Rteaded bim much. The inward 
love of vertue and holineſs is pro- 
moted by the outward exerciſes of 
them, and hereby the contrary evils 
are both pined, and thrujt out. 

Thus of the Firſt thing that en- 
deavour implies; upon this muſt 
follow nexc, 

{lI.) Mn attempt upcn evil babits, 
viz,” Thoſe that have been ſuper- 
induced on us by carileſneſs and 

remptation, 
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temptation , bad caſtoms, and evil 
company. Every victory 1s a means To 
another , we grow ſtronger, and the 
enemy weaker by it. To have over- 
come the outward as of ſin, is a 
beginning in our ſpiritual warfare ; 
but our chief enemies are the habits; 
theſe muſt be attempted allo, but 
with prudence , wild beafts are not 
to be dealt with by main ſtrength 
Art, and fraragern mult be uſed in 
this War , and 'tis good policy, I think 
here, to fight the leaſ} powerful foes 
|, the contrafied habits , before 
we fall on the inbred natirdl incll- 
nations. While our forces are weak, 
tis dangerous ſetting upon the 
rongeſt holds Viz. 'the vices of 
omplexion , W hich are woven into 
our very natures. It a man apply 
all his force where he hath not reſ0- 
tion enough to go through with 
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what he undertakes , he receives 
foyl, and 'tis odds bur he firs down, 
and faints. Pradence theretore is to 
be uſed, where we diſtruſt our 
ftrength : Fall upon ſin then, where 
"tis deakeſt, where it bath leaſt of na. 
ture, and leaſt of temptation, and 
where we have arguments from ye- 
putation, and worldly intereſts, where- 
wich to war againſt ic. If we pre 
vail , we are heartned by the ſucceſs : 
Our Faith and reſolution will grow 
ſtronger by this experience, when we 
have triumpht over the fins of evil 
cuſtom , example | and ſenſual indul 
Lence. 

And when that is done, we muſt 
_ remember, that 'tis not enough thai 
thoſe habits are thraſt out ;, other! 
muſt be planted in their room : when 
the ſoyl is prepared, the ſeed muſt bs 
ſown, and the feeds of yercuous 

habits, 


habits, are the eFions of vertue. Theſe 
I cecomitnended under the laſt head, 

and ſhall ſay more of the introdu- 

cing habits , utider one that follows 
on purpoſe. | 


(IIH.) The next advance in our 
endeavours, is , In the ſtrength of 
God, and in the Name of bis Son, to 
aſſault the greater Devils, and to ſtrive 
to caſt out them ; I mean the fins of 
Complexion , and particular Nature. 
This is a great work , and will re- 
quire ſtrong Faith, and many Prayers, 
and much time and great watchfulneſs, 
and invincible reſolution : Imploy 
theſe heartily ; and chough thou now 
and then mayſt receive a foyl , yet 
pivenot off ſo,- but riſe again in the 
ſtrength of God,implore new aid,and 
fortific thy {elf with more conſidera- 
tions, and deeper reſolves; and ther 

E 2 renew 
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renew -the Combat upon the encou- 
ragement of Divine aſiſtance , and 
Chriſts merits and interceſion , and 
the promiſe that ſ1n ſhall not have du. 
minion over us, Rom. VI, 14: 
_ Remember, that the 15 the great 
work , and the biggeſt difficulty ; it 
this be not overcome, all our other 
labour hath been in vain, and will bt 
loft. If this root remain, it will fil 
bear poyſonous fruit , which will bc 
matter for temptation , and, occal1on 
of continual falling ; and we ſhall bt 
in danger of being reconciled agail 
to our old fins, and to undo all; 
and fo onr latter end will be worſe thei 
onr beginning, 2 Pet. ii.20. Or, 4 
leaſt, though we ſtand ar a ſtay, anc 
 ſatisfie our ſelves with that; yt 
though we are contented, our condi 
tion 1s not ſafe. 
If we will endeayour to any pul 


pok 


to Happinels. 53 


poſe of duty , or ſecurity, we muſt 
proceed ſtill after our leſſer conqueſts, 
till the ſins of complexion are laid dead 
at our feer. He that is born of God, 
ſinneth not,and he cannot {1n, 1 Feh. 
111.9. Till wecome to this, weare 
but ſtrugling in the birth. 

Such a perfe&tion as is mortifying 
of vitious temper, is Thope attainable, 
and '*tis no doubt that which Relis 
gion aims at; and though ir be a 
difficult beight , yet we muſt not fic 
down this {ide : Ar leaſt we muſt 
be always preſſing on to this Mark : 
if Providence cut. off our days be- 
fore we have arrived to it, we may 
expect acceptance of the ſincerity of 
our endeavours, upon the account 
of the merit; of our Saviour : For 
he hath procured favour for thoſe 
fincere Believers, and Endeavourers, 
whole Day is done, before their 

EF 3 Work 
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Work is compleated ; thy I mean, 
of ſubduing the darling ſins of their 
particular Natures. 

* Bur then if we ref}, and pleaſe 
our ſelves with the little PBories and 
attainments , and let theſe our great 
enemies quictly alone , 'tis an argu- 
ment our endeavours are not fincere, 
but much ſhort of that ftrivmg, 
which will procure an entrance into 
the ſtraight gate. The next thing 
(and 'tis the laſt 7 ſhall mention) 
which is implyed in ſtriving, is, 


(IV ) To furniſh our ſelves,throug| 
Divine Grace with the habits and in- 
clinations of Holineſs and Vertue, For 
Goudnejs to become a kind of Nature 
to the Soul, js hergbt indeed ; bur 
ſuch a one ihe may be reacht: the new 
Nature, and new Creature, Gal: v1. 
15. are not meer Names. 


 _Wehave olfice 'd that ſore men 
areof a Natural Generefity, Veracity 
and Sweetneſs , and they cannot aCt 
contrary to theſe Native. Vertues 
without a mighty Yiolence : why 
| now ſhould not the New Nature be 
as powerful as the Ola ? And why 
may not the Spirit of God, working 
by an aQtive faith and endeavour, 
fix habits and inclinations on the Soul 
as prevalent as thoſe? No doubr, it 
may, and doth, upon the Diviner 
Souls: For whom to do a wicked, 
or unworthy action , 'twould be as. 
Violent , and unnatural, as for the 
meek and compaſſionate temper to 
butcher the innocent , or for him,that 
15 naturally juſt, to oppreſ and make a 
prey of the father| #, and the widow. 1 
fay, fucha degree of perfection as this, 
ſhould be aim'd ar, Heb. vi. 1. and 
we (ſhould nor fit down.,and flacken 

E 4 Our 
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our endeavours on this ſide it. 
In order to our aiming to the 
happy pitch , we are to uſe frequent 
meditation on the exceflency and: plea: 
ſure of Yertue and Religion ; and 
earneſt prayer for the Grace of God, 
and diligent attendance upon the pub- 
lique worſhip ; and pious company 
and conyerſes : For this great deſign, 
theſe helps are requiſire, and if we 
exerciſe our ſelves in them, as we 
ought, they will fire our Souls with 
the love of God, and Goodnels, and 
ſo at laſt, all Chriſtian Yertues will 
become as natural to us, as fin was 
betore. And to one, that is ſo prepa- 
red 3 the Gate of Happineſs will be 
cpen, and of eaſie entrance; the dif- 
ficulties are overcome,and from hence- 
forth the Way is pleaſant and plain 
before him, Proy, iii. 17, 


Thus 
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Thus 1have ſhewn you, that the 
formidable difficulties may be over- 
come, and I have told you How : tis 
a plain courſe I have diretted , that 
will not. puzzle your underſtandings 
with needleſs niceties, nor diſtraft 
your memories with multitudes. Walk 
in this way , and do 1t conftant- 
ly, with vigour and alacrity , and 
there is no fear, butin the /trengthot 
God, through the merits and medi«- 
tion of his Son , you will overcome, 

| and at laſt, enter. 
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SECT. LY; 


| [ Had now done with this general 
- Þ + Head, but that 'tis neceſlary to 
| Note three things here. 
 (1.) Thoſe Inftruments of our 
happineſs which we muſt uſe in 
friving, viz. Faith, Prayer, and 
_ ace 
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active Endeabour, =»/? all of then, 
be emplozed. Not any one lingly, 
will do the greas work , ner can 
the others, if any ene, be wanting. If 
we believe, and do not pray ; or pray, 
and do mot endeavour ; or endeavour, 
without thoſe , the Difficulties will 
remain, and 'twill be impoſſible for 
Us tO enter. 

(2.) We muſt be diligent in our 
courſe : If we do net exerciſe Faith 
vigoronſly, and pray heartily, and en- 
deavour with our whole might , the 
- means will not ſucceed ; and 'tis as 
good not at all, as not to purpoſe. 
The Difficulties will not be over- 
come by cold Faith, or ſleepy Prayers, 
or remiſs Endeavours : A very in- 
tenſe degree of thele is neceſſary. 

( 3-) Our ſtriving muſt WFntar, 
we muſt not begin, and look back, 
Fleb. x 38. or run aphile, and ſtop 

in 


— 
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in midd courſe, 1 (or. ix. 24. and 
content our ſelves wich ſome attain» 


| ments, and think we have arrived, 


Phil. iti. 14, If wedo fo, we ſhall 
find our th dangerouſly miſta2 
ken. The Crown is at the end of the 
Warfare, and the Priſe at the end of 

the Race. If we will ſucceed, we 
muſt hold on : The life of one that 
ſtrives , as he ought , mu#t be a conti- 
nual mution forwards - always pros 


ceeding, always growing. 

If we frive thus, we cannot fail. 
if any of theſe qualifications be wants 
» I ing, we caunot but miſcarry. And 


hence no doubt it is , that many that 


ſeek to enter , bhall not be able, and 


the preſumed ſons of the Kingdom 
are ſhur out, Mat. viii.12., They 


| ſeek, and are very deſirous to be ad- 


mitted ; They do ſome thing , and 


firive bur ol firiving 18 partial, 
or 
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or careleſs, or ſhort, by reaſon of 
which defeRts, they do not overcome 
and ſhall not enter, | 

This is a dangerous Rock , and 


- 


naps there are as many undone 
y cold, and balf ſtriving, as by not 
ſtriving at all. Hethar hath done 
ſome thing , preſumes he is ſecure, 
He goes the reund of ordinary Du- 
ties, but advanceth nothing in his 
way ; He overcometh none of the 


oreat Difficulties, none of the Ha- 
bits, or Natural Inclinations ; He is 
contented with other things that 
make a more glorious ſhew; though 
they ſagnifie leſs . and perhaps de- 
ſpiſeth theſe, under the notion of 
Morality ; and ſo preſuming, that he 
Is a Saint, too ſoon, he never comes 
to be one at all: ſuch are the ſeekers 
that ſhall not be able to enter : Their 
ſeeking imports ſome ſtriving , bur 


is 
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*is ſuch, as , though it be ſpecious, 
yet it is imperfefF, and will not ſuc- 
 ceed. And hence the THIRD 
Propoſition ariſeth, that I propoſed 


to diſcourle. 
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b hos danger of miſtaking 
- imtheNarks & Mea- 

| ſures of Godlineſs, In- 
ſtances of the meer Animal 
Religion ; Ho far it may 

_ £0, in Faith, in Prayer, 
and in Endeavour z diſ- 
courſed in ſeveral Par- 
ticulars + and there- 
in the whole myſtery of 
the Modern Phariſaick 

 Godlineſs # diſcovered, 
and ſhewn to be ſhort and | 
inſufficient, Objeftions 
againſt the ſeverity of the 
Diſconrſe, anſwered, 


SECT. 
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(111.) DT" Hat there 1s a ſozt of 
T ftriving that wil nof 
p2ocure an entrance $ implyed 
in theſe words, For many will ſeek to 
enter in, and ſhall not be able. 

'Tis a dangerous thing to be flat- 
tered into a falſe peace, and to take 
up with imperfe&t Godlineſs , to re- 
concile the hopes of Heaven to our 
beloved ſins , and to judge our con= 
ditions ſafe upon #:ſufficient grounds. 
| This multitudes do, and 'tis the great 
danger of our days; Men cannot 
be contented without doing ſomething 
In Religion ; but they are contented 
with a little. And then they reckon 
themſelves godly , before they are 
vertuous ; and take themſelyes to 

be Saints, upon ſuch chings as will 
not 
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not anguiſh = a pore mn from a 
bad. 
Weſeck after Marks of Godline | 
and would'be glad to know, bow 
we might try our ſtate : The thing 
1s. of great importance; and if the 
Signs we judge by are either falſe, 
or imperfe&, we are deceived to our 
undoing. Meer Speculative miſtakes 
about Opinzons, do no great hurt; 
bur errour in the Marks, and Mea: 
fares of Religion , is deadly. Now 
there are ſundry things commonly 
taken for ſigns of Godlineſs , which 
though they are ſomething , yet they 
are not enough . They are hopeful 
for beginnings ,. bur nothing worth 
when they are our end, and ret. 
They are a kind of ſeeking , and ims 
perfett ſtriving ; but not ſuch as over: 
tn the difficulties of the way, or 
; will procure us an entrance at the 


Gate 
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Gate. Thetelaee to diſable the flats 
tering , inſt ficient marks of Godlineſs, 

| ſhall diſcoyer in purſuance of the 
Pie Propoſation, How far a man 
may ſtrive in the exerciſes of Religio 
on, and yet be found at laſt among 
thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not be able to 
enter. And though I have intima- | 
red ſomething of this in the ge- 
neral before, yer [| ſhall now more 
particularly ſhew it in the Inſtances 
that follow. And in theſe I ſhall ' 
diſcover a Religion that may be 
called Animal, to Which the Na- 


tural man may attain. 


SECT. 1H: 


(t.) \ Man may believe the Truths of 

"0 the Goſpel, and aſſent beare 
tily to all the Articles of the Creed : and 
it he proceeds not, he is no further 


F by 


Ihe Way. 


by this, than the faith. of Devils 
Jam. 11. 19. 

(2.) He may go on, and have 4 
great thirſt to be more acquainted with 
Truth ; He may ſeek it diligently 
in Scripture, and Sermons, and good 
Books, and knowing Company ; . And 
yet do this, by 'the motion of no 
hizher principle, than an inbred curi- 
olity, and deſire of knowledge ; and 
many times this earneſtneſs after 
Truth, proceeds from a prond affefla- 
tion to be wiſer than our Neigh- 
bours, that we may pity their dark- 
neſs; or the itch of a diſputing hu- 
mour, that we may out talk thtm; 
ora deſien tO carry on, or make 
party, that we may be called Rabbi 
or ſerve an Intereſt : And the zeal 
for Truth that is ſet on work by 
ſuch motives, is a ſpark of that firt 


thatis from beneath : 'Tis dangerow 
Fq | ro 
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to. a mans ſelf, and to the publick 
weal of the Church, and mankind: 
But the man proceeds, and is. 
(3: ) Very much concern d to de. 
fend, and propagate his Faith ; and the 
Phariſces were lo in relation to 
theirs, Mat. xxi11.15. and ſo have 
been many Profeſſors of all the Re- 
ligions that are, or ever were, Men 
natarully love their own Tenents , 
and are ambitious to mould others 
judgments according to theirs. There 
is glory in being an znſtrufier of 
other men; and turning them to 
Our Ways, and opinions : ſo thar here 
15 nothing yet above Nature, no- 
ting but what may be found in 
many that ſeek, and are ſhut out. 
Bur, 
(4+) Faith works greater effects 
han theſe, and - Men offer themſelves 
70 Martyrdom for it , This,one would 
F 3 think: 
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think, ſhould be the greateſt height, 
and an argument that all the dif- 
ficulties of the way, are overcome by 
one that is ſo zeſolved ; and that the 
Gate cannot but be opened to him, 
And ſo, no doubt, it is, when al 
things elſe are ſutable : But otherwil 
theſe conſequences by no means 
follow. St. Paul {uppoſeth that : 
man may give his body to be burned 
and not have Charity without which 
his Martyrdom will not profit, 1 Cor 
xi1i, For one to deny his Religion 

_ or What he believes to be cer tain 
and of preateſt conſequence, is diſhv 
nourable and baſe : and ſome outd 
principles of meer na'ural brave, 
will die rather than they will do 1t; 
and yet, upon other accounts, bt 
far enough from being beroicah 
virtuous. Beſides, the deſire of ti 
glory of Martyrdom, and Gig 
EE: aft! 
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after it , may in ſome be ſtronger 
than the terrors of Death: and we 
ſee frequently, that men will ſacri- 
Cce their lives to their honoxr and 
reputation ; yea to the moſt con- 
remprible ſhaddows of it. And 
there is No paſſion in us ſo weak, 
no luſt ſo impotent, but hath, in ma- 
ny inſtances, prevail'd over che fear 
of dying. Every Appetite hath had 
its Martyrs; and all Religions theirs , 
and though a man give his body 
to be burnt for the beſt, and nave 
not Charity , viz. Prevalent love to 
God and Men, it will not ſignif: 
So that Martyrdom is no infallible 
mark; nor will it avail any thing, 
except ſincere endeavour to overcome 
the greater difficulties, have gone be- 
fore it, Thus far Faith may go 
without effect: and yet one ſtep 
further, 


F 3 ( 5. ) Men 


7 The Way 


( 5.) Men may confidently rely up- 
on Chriſt for ſalvation, and be firml 
perſwaded that he hath juſtified, and 
will make them happy. They may 
appropriate him to themſelves, and 
be plealed mightily in the opinion 
of his being theirs. And yer not- 
withſtanding this confidence, may 
be in the number of thoſe ſeeker 
that ſhall not enter. For Chriſt i; 
the Author of eternal hfe only t© 
thoſe that 6bey kim, Heb. v. 9. and 
to obey him, 15 to ftrive vigoronſl, 
and conſtantly, to overcome all our 
finful inclinattons and habits. And 
thoſe that rr#/t he will ſave them, 
though they have never ſeriouſly (et 
about this work, deceiye themſelves 
by vain preſumption, and in effett 
lay, that he will diſſolve or diſpenc 
with his Laws in their favour. For 
he requires us to deny our ſelves, 
=> Mar. 
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| Mar. vili. 24. To mortifie the body, 
Rom. viii. 13. To love enemies, Mat. 
v. 44. To be Meek, Mat. xi. 29. and 
Patient, Jam.v.8. and Humble, Pet. 
v.7. and Juſt, Mat. vii. 12. and 
Charitable, Heb. xiii. 16. aud Holy 
45 be that called us is holy, 1 Pet. 1.15. 
And he hath promiſed to ſave up- 
' on no other terms.; For all theſe 
are included in Faith, when *tis 
taken in the juſtifying ſenſe; and 
this is the way of Happineſs : It we 
walk not in this, but in the paths 
of our own chooſing, our relying 
upon Chriſt is a mockery, and will de» 
ceive us, 

We may indeea be confident, and 
we ought, that he will /ave all thoſe 
that ſo believe as to obey him, bur 
may not truſt that he will ſave us 
except we are ſome of thoſe. To 
rely upon Chriſt for our ſalvation, muſt 

F 4 follow 


. . " " - , . ey ; P: _ As " 
"7 "e l , 5 , D me "> 0 TY 2 > 2 Ah a 85 þ cond F 4 2". OW + F , IF pg  & 6" = TEETER 
\ e's ” as.) TV. 1 4 "0 "T5 ” . e F ? , i P Y - ; wo IE ” ® FOG NA 7 Ft "6, SLE USO 4 
. 4* v4 ; - $&_'Y \ » * - , . . . c OE - s 4 be 
| ; \ . 
"1 
85 
$4 * 
" - , ” . 
F - 
7. 
» J 
* » q - : ! 
- n 
. 


follow our fincere and obedient flri- 
ving, and not 90 before it. The mi- 
rakes of this is exceeding-dangerous, 
and doubt hath been fatal to ma- 
- ny. The ſum 1s, To rely on Chriſt 
without a refolute and ſteady endea- 
vour to overcome every fin and 
temptation, will gain us nothing in 
the end but ſhame and diſappoint- 
rent : For 'tis not every one that ſaith 
unto him, Lord, Lord ſhall enter into 
heaven, but he that doth the will of 
his Father which « in heaven, Mat. 
vii.21. The feolilh Virgins relyed 
upon him, and expe&ted he ſhould 
open to them, Lord, Lord, open to 
#5, Mat. xxv. 11. but he kept them 
out, and would not know them, 
V.11. 
Thus of the Firſt imperfe&& Mark 
of Godlineſs, A man may upon the 
gceount of meer Nature, arrive to all 
the 


-& 
the mentioned degrees of Faith, and 
Jet if his endeavours in the | pratiice 
of Chriſtian virtues be not ſutable, be 
will certainly come ſhort at laſt. 


SECT. [I]. 


(Il.) A Man may be very devour, 

' and given much to Prayer, 
be very frequent and earneſt in it ; 
may have the gift of expreſſing him» 
ſelf fluently, without the help of 
Form or Meditation : yea he may 
be ſo intent and taken up in theſe 
exerciſes, that he may as it were be 
raviſh't out of himſelf by the fer- 
yorrs of his ſpirit , ſo that he really 
kindles very high affections as well 
in others, as in himſelf: And yet 
if he reſts in this, and ſuch like 
things, as Religion, and reckons that 
he is accepted of God tor it; if he 
allow 


, . . © wh —_— j ? EET" hated 4 I «nab A ek ' 
* * # "> py : A xl ef *, 4 = LN 4, " yy bl R F a " Aa oz » 4 * a A Yo + 6 " 4 , , 
b FIC PT 4s 4 12x *% os. . og erty * 5 1 $7 5 8g 78, 73 a - , -t 7 n ; , ; | 7 yo 
” - "EN" vÞ T of : % #4 + IA 
4 CG od ; 20 Þ- * $ | 
/ | 
| g 
; 
4 = 
- 8 ; | 
=} - ” ” ? 
: | 
. 


74 _ The Tay 


allow himſelf in any unmortified 
luſts, and think to compound for 
them by his Prayers, he 1s an evil 
man notwithſtanding , and one of 
thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not be able 
to enter. The Phariſees, we know, 
were much given to Prayer : They 
were long in thole devotions, and 
very earneſt in them, often repeating 
the ſame expreſſions, out of vehe- 
mence.]gnatiusLoyola, founder of the 
Jeluites, was a man almoſt ecſtatical 
in his Prayers, and HKacket the 
Blaſphemer, executed in the days 
of Queen Elizabeth, was a perſon 
of Seraphical Devotion , and would 
pray thoſe that heard him even in- 
ro tranſports. Baſilides the cruel 
Duke of .Hoſco, is ſaid to have his 
hands almoſt continually lifted up 
In Prayer, except when they were 
umployed in ſome barbarous and 


bloody 
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bloody Execution : And we have 
known and felt one not much un- 
like him. There are infinite 1n- 
ſtances inour dayes of this dangerous 
ſort of evil men-» | 
And we may learn hence, that 
| the greateſt gift of Prayer, and 
earneſineſs and frequency 1n it, 1s no 
good mark of Godlineſs, except it be 
attended with ſincere, conftant and 

' virtuous endeavours. 
For ſome men have a natural 
| ſpice of Devotion in a Relizious Me- 
lancholy, which is their temper ; and 
ſuch have commonly ſtrong Imagi- 
nations, and zealous affetions, which 
| when they are heated, flame forth 
1nto great heights, and expreſſions of 
devotion : The warm phancy furniſh- 
eth words and matter readily and un- 
expeRedly, which many times be- 
gets In the man a conceit that he 
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is inſpixed, and that his Drayers are 
the breathings of .the Holy Ghoſt . 
or at leaft; that he is extraordinarily 
alliſted by it . which belicf kindles 
his affeEtions yet more, and he is 
carried beyond himſelf, even into 
the third beavens, and ſuburbs of 
glory, as he fancies, and /o he makes 
no doubt, but that he is a Saint of 
the firſt rank, and ſpecial favorite 
of Heaven , when all this while, he 
may be really a bad man full of 
Envy, and Malice, Pride, and Co- 
petouſnejs, Scorn, and ill Nature, 
contempt of bu Betters, and diſobedi- 
ence to bus Governors. And while it 
is ſo, notwithſtanding thoſe gloriow 
things, he is no further than the 
Phariſee, Hearty and humble deſire, 
chough imper fey expreſt,and with- 
out this pomp, and thole wonders, 1s 


far more acceptable ro God, who 
de- 
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delights not in the exerciſes of meer 
Nature, Pſal. cxlvii. 10. but is well 
pleaſed with the expreſſions of Grace 
in thole that fear him. EY 

So that a ſincere and lvwly-minded. 
Chriſtian that talks of no immediate 
incomes , or communications; and 
perhaps durſt not, out of reverence, 
truſt to his own prelent conceptions 
in a work lo ſolemn, but uleth the 
help of ſome pious form of words 
ſurable to his defires and wants, who 
is duly ſenſible of his fins, and the 
neceſſity of overcoming «them , and 
is truly and earneſtly deſirous of the. 
Divine aids, in order to it: ſuch a 
one as this Prays by the Spint, and 
will be aſſiſted by it, while the 
other doth all by meer Nature and 
imitation, and ſhall not have thoſe 
ſpiritual ajzds which he never heartily 
defires, nor intends to uſe. 


This, 


3 @TheWay 


This, I think, I may traly and 
ſafely ſay : Bur for the Controverlte 
| between Forms and Conceived Pray- 
ers, which of them is abſolately beſt, 
determine nothing of it here. And 
indced, | ſuppoſe that in their own 
- nature, they are alike indifferent, and 
are more or [cls accepted, as they 
partake more or lels of the Spirit of 
Prayer, viz. of Faith, Humility, and 
holy defire of the good thing we pray 
for . and a man may have theſe that 
prays by a Form; and he may Want 
them that takes the other way, and 
thinks himſclf in a diſpenſation 
much above it. <o that my bulfineſs 
15 not to ſet up one of theſe ways of 
Devotion againlt the other ; but to 
ſhew, that the heights and vehemen- 
cies of many warm people in their un- 
premeditated Prayers, have nothing 
in them ſupernatural or Divine , and 

con- 
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conſequently , of themſelves, they _ 


are no marks of Godlineſs : which I 
hope no one thinks I ſpeak to dil- 
credit thoſe pious ardours that are 
felt by really devout ſouls, when a vis 
| gorous ſenſe of God, and Divine 
things, doth even ſometimes tran- 
ſport them : Far be it trom me to 
deſign any thing ſ@ impious; My 
aim is only to note, that there are 
 complexional heats raiſed, many times 
by fancy and ſelf-admiration,that look 
like theſe, in perſons who really 
have little of God in them ; and we 
ſhould take care that we are not de- 
ceived by them. Thus far allo thoſe 
may go that notwithſtanding ſhall 
not enter, 1 add, 


SECT. 


SECT. IV. 


( 11.) A Man may endeavour ſome 
things likewiſe and ſo ſtrive 


in the laft ſenſe, and yet for want of 
ſome of the mentioned Qualifications, 
his work may miſcarry , and himſel 
With it. 

(1.) There is no TRI bur that 
an evil man may be convinced of his 
fin and vileneſs, and that even to an: 
gniſh and torment. The Gentiles, ſaith 

_ the Apolile, Rom. 11. 14. which have 
not the Law , ſhew the works of the 
Law ls in their bearts, the 
thoughts in the mean time accuf mg, 01 
excnfing one another. Conſcience ot 
ren ſtings and diſquiers the vilelt 
ſinners; and ſometimes extorts 
from hem lamentable confeſSions of 
their fi ins, and earneſt declamations 


againſt 


againſt chem. They may weep bit- 
terly at their remembrance, and be 
under great heavineſs, and dejetion 
upon their -occaſion. They may 
ſpeak vehemently againſt ſin themi- 
Lives and love to have others to 
handle it ſeverely. All this bad men 
may do upon the {core of natural 
fear, and ſelf love, and the apprebenſi- 
on of a future Judgment, And now 
ſuch conviftions will naturally beger 
ſome endeayours : A convinced under- 
ſtanding will have ſome influence 
upon the Sill and affe ions. The mind 
in the unregenerate, may Juſt againſt 
the fleſh , as that doth againſt it. 
So that (2.) ſuch a meer animal 
man may promiſe , and purpoſe , and 
endeavonr int ſome pretty conſidera- 
ble meaſure, but then, he goes not 
on with full reſolution, but wavers, 
and ſtops, and turns about again ; 
G and 
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and lets the law of the members, that 
of death and ſin,to prevail over him, 
His endeavour is remiſs, and conſe. 
quently ineffeftual, it makes no 
conqueſts, and will not ſagnifie, He 
fins on, though with ſome regret ; and 
his very unwillingneſs to (in , while 
he commits it,is ſo far from leſſening, 
that it az gravates his fault : It argues 
that he ſins againſt conſcience, and 
couviftion, and that fan 1s ſtrong 


and reigns 


*FTis crue indeed St. Paul, Rom.7, 
makes ſuch a deſcription ſeemingly 
of bimſelf, as one might think con- 
cluded him under this Rate; Ht: 
ſaith, verſ. $8. That ſin Wrought i 
bim all manner of concupiſcence : vel, 
9. That fin revived, and he died : vell, 
14. That be was carnal, and again, 
fold under fin, verl. 20. That ſil 


{welt in bim, and wrought that Whic 
ht 


G 
, 
d 


he world not: verſ. 23. That the law 
of bis Members led him into captivity 


to the law of ſim: and verl. 25. That 


be obeyed the law of ſin. 
If chis be ſo, and St. Paul, a re- 


generate man, Was in this ſtate, it will 


follow, that ſeeking and feeble endea- 
your, that overcometh no difficulty, 
may yet procure an eutrance ; and 
he that 1s come hitherto, Viz. to en- 
deavour, 1s ſafe enough though he do 
not conquer, 

This Ubjefion preſſeth not only 
againſt this bead , but againſt my 
whole Diſcourſe , and the Text it 
ſelf. Therefore to anſwer it, I lay, 
That the Apoſtle here is not to be 
underſtood of himſelf , but he de- 


rl. Wicribes the ſtate of an unregenerate 


man, though he ſpeaks in the firſt 
perſon, a Figxre that was ordinary 


a With this Apoſtle, and frequent 
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enough in common ſpeech : Thus 
we ſay, lam thus, and thus, and did 
fo, and ſo, when we are deſcribing 
a ſtate, or actions in waich per- 
haps we in perſon are not con- 
cerned. a 

| In this ſenſe the beſt Expoſitors 
underſtand theſe expreſſions, and 
thoſe excellent Divines of our own, 
Biſhop Taylor, and Dr. Hammond, 
and others have noted to us, That 
this deſcription is dire&tly contrary 
to all the CharaFers of a regenerate 
man, given ellewhere by this, and the 
other Apoſtles. As he is ſaid to be 
dead to ſm, Rom. vi. 11. Free fron 
ſin, and the ſervant of Righteouſneſs 
Rom vi. 18. That he walks not after! 
the fl-(h, but after the Opirit, Rom 
vili.1. hat the law of the Spirit « 
life in Chriſt Jeſus, bath made bim frt! 
from the law of ſin and death, Rom. 

V111.7: 
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viii. 2+ That he overcometh the world» 
Toh.5- 4: He ſinneth ot, 1 Joh 111.6: 
He hath crucified the fleſh with its af- 
feRtions and luſts, Gal. v. 24. Which 
| Chara#ters of a truly regenerate per- 
ſon, it they be campared with thoſe 
above-cited out of Rom. vii. it will 
appear, that they are as contrary, as 
is poſſible to ſpeak; and by this, 
'tis evident that they deſcribethe two 
contrary ſtates. 
' For can the regenerate be full of 
all manner of concupiſcence, and ar the 
| ſame time be crucified to the fleſh, 
and ill affefions and luſts? one, in 
whom ſin revives while he dies, and 
yet one that is dead to ſin? carnal,and 
| yet not walking after the fleſh but af- 
ter the Spirit * ſold under ſm, and 
yet free from ſin ? Having ſin dwel- 
ling in bim; and a captive to ſin, 
and obeying the law of ſm; and yer 
G 5 free 
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free from the law of ſin and death? 
How can theſe things conſiſt ? To 
tell us, *Tis ſo, and 'tis not ſo, and 
_ rowviſt {ſuch contradi&ions into Or- 
_ thodox Paradoxes, are pretty things 
to pleaſe Fools and Children ; but the 
Wiſer ſort care not for ſuch ridales, as 
arc n0t ſenſe. 

I think *tis evident enough then, 
that the Apoſtle in that miſtaken 
Chapter, relates the feeble, impotent 
condition of one that was convinced 
and ftrove a little, but not to-parpeſe. 
And if we find our ſelves com- 
priſed by that deſcription, though we 
may be never ſo ſenſible of the evil 
and danger of a ſinful conrſe, and 
may endeavour {ome {mall matter , 
but without ſucceſs,” we are yet un- 

der that evil, and obnoxious to that 
danger : For hethat ftrives in earneſf, 
conquers at laſt, and advanceth ſtill 
though 
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though all the work be not done at 
ance. So that if we endeavour and 
gain nothing, our endcayour is pec- 
cant, and wants Fath or Prayer for 
Divine aids, or conſtancy, or vigor , 
and ſo, Though we may ſeek, we ſhall 
not be able to enter. 

But (3.) An Imperfef+ flriver may 
overcome {1n in /ome Inſtances, and 
yet in that dono great matter nei- 
ther, if he lies down and goes no furs 
ther : There are /ome fins we outs 
grow by age, or arc indiſpoſed to 
them by bodily infirmity, or diverted 
by occaſions, and it may be by other 
ins; and ſome are contrary to World- 
ly Intereſts, co our credit, or health, 
'or profit . and when wehave been 
In any great degree prejudiced by 
them in theſe, we fall out with thoſe 
lins, and ceaſe from them, and fo 
by reſolution and diſuſe, we maſter 

G4 them 
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them at laſt fully: which , if we 
went on, and attempted upon all 
the reſt, were ſomething : But when 
we ſtop ſhore in theſe petty vidto- 
ries, our general ſtate 1s not altered, 
He char conquers ſome-evil appetites 
1s yet a [lave to others, and though 
he hath prevailed over ſome difficul: 
ties, yet the main ones are yet be- 
hind. 

Thus the imperfe& ftlriver ms 
ſters, it may be, his beaſtly appetit 
ro intemperate drinking, but 1s yer 
under the power of love of Riches 
and vain pleaſure. He ceaſeth from 
open debauchery but entertains ſpiri- 
Tual wickedneſs in his heart: He 
will not Swear, but will backbite and 
rail: He will nor be Drunk , but 
will damn a man for not being of bs 
opinion: He will not prophane the 


Sabbath, but will 4 fraud his Neigh 
bour. Now 
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Now thele balf conqueſts, when 
we reſt in them, are as good as noxe 
at all. Then ſhall 1 not be aſhamed, 
8 when 1 have regard + to all thy (om- 

mandments , faith the Kingly Pro- 
phet, P/al. cxix, 6. *Tis ſhameful to 
pive off, when our work is but balf 
done; What we do, caſts the great- 
er reproach upon us for what we 
omit. To ceaſe to be prophane , is 
ſomething as a paſſage, but nothing 
for an end. We are not Saints as ſoon 
as We are civil. *Tis not only groſs 
ſins that are to be overcome. The 
wages of ſin is death, not only of 
the great and capital , but of the 
ſmalleſt, it they are indulged. The 
Phariſee applauded himlelf, chat he 
was not like the Extortioners, Adul 
terers, and unjuft, nor like the Pubs 
lican, that came to pray with him, 
Luk. xvili. 11. and yet he Went away 
NCVEL 
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never the more juſtified. The un- 
wiſe Virgins were no profligate livers, 
and yet they were ſÞut ont. 

He that will enter, muſt ſtrive a- 
gainſt every corrupt appetite and 
inclination. A leſs leak will fink a 
Ship, as well asa greater, if no cate 
be taken of it, A Conſumption will 
kill, as well as the Plague , yea 
ſometimes the leſs Diſeaſe may in 
the event prove mote deadly, than 
the greater ; for [mall diſtempers 
may be neglected, till they become 
mcurable , when as the great ones 
awaken us to ſpecdy care for a re- 
medy. A ſmailhurt in the finger 
ſlighted,may prove a gangreen, when 
a great wound in the head, by ſealona- 

ble applications 1s cured. 

*Tis unſafe then to content our 
ſelves with thi, that our ſins are not 


foul and great ; thoſe we account lit- 
tle 
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tle ones may prove as fatal, yeathey 
are ſometimes more dangerous : 
For we are apt to think them noxe 
at all, or Venial infirmities that may 
conſiſt with a ſtate of grace, and 
Divine favour, we excuſe and 
make Apologies for them, and fan» 
cy that Hearing, and Prayer, and 
( onfeſii21 are atonements enough 
for theſe, Upon which accounts [1 
am apt to believe, that the leſs 
notorious Yices have ruined as ma- 
ny as the greateſt Abominarions. 


Hell doth not conſiſt only of Drun- 


kards, and Swearers, and Sabbath- 
breakers: No, the demure Phariſee, 
the plauſible Hypocrite , and formal 


Profeſſor, have their place alſo in 


that lake of fire. The great impi- 


fties do often ſtartle and awaken 
conſcience, and beget ſtrong cons 
vitions, and ſo ſometimes excite 

rel0- 
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reſolution , and vigorous ftriving 
while men hug themſelves in thei 
lefſer pns, and carry them unre. 
pented to their graves. 

The ſum is, We may overcome 
ſome fins, and turn from the greſſe 
fort of wickedneſs, and yet if we 
endeavour not to ſubdue the ref}, 
weare ſtill in the condicion of 
regentracy and death, and though 
we thus ſeek, we ſhall not enter. 

(4. ) 4 Man may perform man) 
duties of Religion, and that withre- 
liſh and delight, and yet miſcarr), 
As, 
(1.) He may be earneſt and ſwift 


| 
to hear, and follow Sermons con-Ih | 
| 


ſtantly from one place ro another, 
and be exceedingly pleaſed and al: 
ſketed with the Word, and yer bi 
an evil Man | and in a bad flate 
Herod heard fobn Baptiſt gladly, 
| Mark 
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Mark vi. 20. and he that received 
the ſeed into ſtony places, received 
it joyfally, Mat. xiii. 20. Zeal for 
hearing doth not always ariſe from 
a conſcientious delire to learn, in or- 
der to prattiſe but ſometimes it 
proceeds from an itch after novelty 
and notions, or an ambition to be 
fe amed for Godlineſs : or the impor - 
tunity of natural conſcience, that will 
not be ſatisfied except we do ſomes 
thing. or a defire to get matter to 
| feed our opinions, or to furniſh us 
with pious diſcourle ; I fay, earneſt- 


If "12/s to hear ariſerh very often from 


ſome of theſe; and when ir doth 
ſo, we gain bur little by it: yea, we 
are dangerouſly tempted to take 
this for an infallible token of our | 
daintſhip and fo to content our ſelves 
with this Religion of the-ear, and 
to diſturb every body with the a- 


buns 
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bundance of our diſputes and talk, 
while we negle&t our own ſp 
rits, and let our unmortified affeftion; 
and inclinations reſt in quiet, undet 
the ſhadow of thele ſpecious lervices 
So that when a great affefion to 
bearing ſeileth upon an evil may, 
*us odds but it doth' him bart; | 
puffs him up in the conceit of hi; 
Godlineſs, and makes him pragma- 
tical, troubleſome, and cenſorious , He 
turns his food into poyſon: Amony 
bad men, thoſe are certainly the worſt, 
that bave an opinion of their being 
godly ; and fuch are thoſe that have 
itching ears, under the power of vi- 
tious babits and inclinations, An ear- 
neſt diligent hearer then , may be 
one of thole who ſeeks, and is [hut 

out, And lo may 
(2.) He that Faſts much, and 

| ſeverely: The Jews were exceeding» 


ly 


' to Happinels, 35 


ly given to faſting, and they were 
very ſevere in it. They abſtained 
from all things pleaſant to therw, 
and put on ſackcleth, and ſowre looks, 
and mourned bitterly, and hung down 
the head, and ſate in aſhes, ſo that 
one might have taken thele for very 
holy, penitent, mortified people, that 
had a great antipathy againſt theit 
fins, and abhorrence of themſelves for 
them : And yet God complains of 
theſe fri, ſevere Faſters, Zach.vii.5. 
| That they did not Faſt unto him , bur 
faſted for ſtrife and debate, Iſa.lviii.q. 
| Their Faſts were not ſuch as be had 
choſen, to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, 
to undo the heavy burden ; and to let 
the oppreſSed free, verl. 6. But they 
continued, notwithſtanding their 
Fafts, and Gods admonitions by 
his Prophets, to oppreſs the widow, 
aud fatherleſs, and poor, Zach. vii. 10. 
Thus 
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Thus meer natural and evil men 
ſometimes put on the garb of Mor- 
tification , and exerciſe rigors upon 
their bodies, and external perſons, 
in exchange for the indulgences they 
allow their beloved appetites ; and 
while the ſtrit Diſcipline reacheth 
no further, though we keep days,and 
faſt often, yet this will not put us 
beyond the condition of the Pha- 
riſe, who faſted twice in the week, a: 
himſelf boafted, Lake xvill. 12. 
And, | | 

(3) 4n imperfe& ſtriver may be 
very much given to pious and religy 
ous diſceurſes : He may love to be 
talking of Divine things 3 eſpecially 
of the love of Chriſt to ſinners, which 
he may frequently ſpeak of wit 
much earneftneſs and affeion , and 
have that dear name always at Þis 
tongues end to begin and cloſe : 

| 
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his ſayings; and to fill up the 
| yoid places, when he wants what 
ro lay next : and yet this may bea 
þid man, who never felt thole Di- 
vine things he talks of , and never 
byed Chrift heartily, and as he 
ought. | 
 *Twasobſcrved before, that there 
are lome who have a ſort of Devont- 
neſs, and Religion in their particular 
Complexion; and if ſuch are talka- 
tive (as many times they are) they 
will cafily run into ſuch diſcourſes, 
as agree With their temper, and take 
plealure in them for that reaſon ; 
and for this alſo, becauſe they are 
apt to gain us reverence, and the 
good opinion of thoſe with whom 
we converſe. And ſuch as are by 
nature diſpoſed for this faculty, may 
calily get it by imitation and remem- 
brance of the devout forms they hear, 
H and 
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and read : ſo that there may be no- 
thing Divine in all ths, nothing, 
but what may conſ1ft with unmorts. 
fied luſts , and afte&tions : And 
though ſuch talk earneſtly of the 
love of Chrift, and expreſs a mighty 
love to his name, yet this may be 
too without any real conformity 
unto him 1n his Life,and Laws. The 
Jews ſpoke much of .Moſes, in him 
they believed, and in him they truſt- 
ed, John v.45. His name was a ſweet 
ſoundto their cars, and twas very 
pleaſant upon their tongues, and yet 
they hated the Spirit of Moſes , and 
had no love to thoſe Laws of. his, 
which condemned their wicked 
aftions And we may ſee how ma- 
ny of thoſe love Chriſt, thar ſpeak 
often, and affectionately of him, 
by obſerving how they keep his 
Commandments, John xiv, 15. eſpe 

cially 


— CD flue Ss ww 4 


DV 2D > == CÞ 


we AS a © OIOOT,” . Fu {hl " OA ES es. ee OT Og dd ts at o YOU ts FO 040 as he a N PP 
N [? 2 v4 3 S " : 7 .,% ; FF fe oo v b.; *2 Is I WAY 
. x | of : 
w , 5 Y 
ou 
= 


cially thoſe of meekneſs , mercy , and 
univerſal love. 

Thus imperfef ftrivers raay im- 
ploy themſelves in the external offi- 
ces of Religion : I have inſtanced 
only in Three the like may be ſaid 
of the reſt. And to this , I add, 
That they may not only exerciſe 
themſelves in the outward matters of 
duty,but may arrive to ſome things 
that are accounted greater beights,and 
are really more, and ſpiritual, and re- 


fined, To inftance, 
TRCT. Y.. 


$7 TY Hey may have ſome love to 
God, Goodneſs , and good 

men. The Soul naturally loves beau- 
ty, and perfe&ion, and all mankind 
apprehend God, to be of .all Beings, 
the moſt beamtiful, and perfe, and 
H 2 there- 
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therefore muſt needs have an intel- 
leftual love for him : The reaſon 
that that love takes no hold of the 
paſſions in wicked men, is, partly be- 
cauſe they are diverted from the 
choughts of Him, by the objefs of 
ſenſe ; but chiefly, becauſe they con- 
ſider him as their enemy, and there- 
fore can have no cemplacency, or de- 
light in him, who they think hath 
nothing but thoughts of enmity, and 
diſpleaſure againſt chem. Bur if 
once they cometo be perſwaded (as 
many times, by ſuch falſe marks, as 
I have recited, they are ) that God is 
their Father , and peculiar Friend, 
that they are his choſen, and his dar- 
 lings, whom he loved from eterni- 
ty, andto whom he hath given his 
Son, and his Spirit, and will give 
Fimſelf, in a way of the fulleſt en- 
joyment: Then, the Love _ 

orc 
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| fore was only an efleem in the uuder- 
ſanding , doth kindle in the affeFions 
by the help of the conceit of Gods 
loving them ſo dearly , and the paſſion 
thus heated, runs out, even into ſe- 
raphick , and rapturons Devotions ; 
| while yet all this, is but meer animal 
loye, excited chiefly , by the love of 
our ſeives, not of the Divine Perfe- 
tions. And it commonly goes no 
further, then to earneſt expreſſions 
of extraordinary love to God in 
our Prayers, and Diſcourſes, while it 
appears not 1n any ſingular obedience 
to his Laws, or generous, and univer- 
al love to mankind : which are 
the ways whereby the true Divine 
[Love is expreſt, for, This # the love 
of God , that we keep his Command- 
ments, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 John v. 
3- Andasto the other, thus, If we 
love one another, God dwelleth in us, 
H 3 and 
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and bis love is perfeftedin ws, 1 John 
iv. 12. And on the contrary , If « 
man ſay, I love God, and bateth bi 
brother , he is a lyar , John iv. 20, 
( hbarity then, and univerſal obedience 
are the true arguments, and exprel- 
ſions of our love ta God; and theſe 
ſuppole a vidory over corrupt incli- 
nations, and ſelf-will, Bur the other 
love which ariſeth from the conceir 
of our ſpecial dearxeſs to God upon 
inſufficient grounds ; that goes no 
further then to ſome ſuavittes, and 
pleaſant fancies within our ſelves ; 
and ſome paſſionate complements ot 
the Image'we have ſetup in our ima- 
ginations, This Love will conſiſt 
with Hatred, and contempt of all that 
are not like our ſelyes; yea and it 
will produce it : thoſe poiſonous 
fruits, and vile affe&tions may be 
incouraped, and cheriſh'd under it. 

50 
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So hat x may be ſome love to 
God! in evil men; But while ſelt-love 
is the only motive, and the more pre- 
valent paſlion, it (1 gnifieth nothing 
co their advantage. = 

And as the imperfe& ſtriver may 
have ſome love to God, lo he may to 
piety and Vertue : every man loves 
theſe in Idea. The vileſt ſinner takes 
part in his affe&ions with the vertu- 
ous and religious, when he ſeeth 
them deſcribed in Hiſtory or Ro- 
mance; and hath a deteſtation for 
thoſe, who are chara@er'd as impious 
and immoral. Yertue is a great Beau- 
ty, andthe mind is taken with it, 
while *tis conſicer'd' at a diſtance; . 
and Our corrupt intereſts and ſenſual 
sffeftions are not concern'd. *'Tis 
Theſe that recommend fin to our 
love, and choice, while the mind ſtands 


on the ſide of vertue: with that we 
H 4 ſerve 
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ſerve the Law of God , but with the 
fleſh the law of fin, Rom. vii. 25. So 
that moſt wicked men , that are not 
degenerated into meer Brutes, have 
this mental and intelleual love to 
goodneſs ; "That is, they approve, and 
like it in their minds, and would pra- 
fiſe italſo, were it not for the pre- 

 valent biaſs of fleſh and ſenſe, 
And hence it will follow like- 
wiſe, That the ſame may approve 
and reſpef} goed men ; They may re- 
verence and love them for their Cha- 
rity, Humility, Fuſtice , and Tempe- 
rance , though rhemlelyes are per- 
- ſons of the contrary (haracter 3 yet 
_ they may have a great and ardent 
affection for thoſe that are eminent- 
ly picus and deyout, though they are 
very irreligious themſelves. The 
conſcience ot vertue, and of the excel- 
lency of Religion, may produce this 
10 


' to Happineſs, wr 


in the meer natrral man , who is 
ander the dominion of vile inclinati- 
ons, and affections ; and therefore 
this is no good mark of godlineſs nei- 
ther. Our ve to God and goodneſs 
will not ſtead us, except it be preva- 
ent. And as the love deleribed may 
be natural , and a meer animal man 
may arrive unto It ; So, 

( 1.) He may to an extraordina- 
ry zeal for the ſame things that are the 
objects of bus love. Hot tempers are 
eager, Where they take either kind- 

| neſs or diſpleaſure. The natural man 
| that hath an animat love to (Religion, 
may be violent in ſpeaking, and aCt- 
ing for things appertaining to it. If 
his ternper be devotional and paſſion» 
ate, he becomes a mighty zealot, and 
fills all places with the fame of his 
godlineſs : His natural fire moves this 
way , and makes a mighty blaze. 
Abab 
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Abab was very zealous, and 'tis like 
*twas not only his own interelt that 
made him ſo , 2 Kings x. 16. The 
Phariſees were zealous people, and 
certainly their zeal was not always 
perſonated , and put on, bur real: 
Though they were Hypocrites , yet 
they were ſuch, as, in many things, 
deceived themſelves, as well as others, 
They were zealous for their Traditi- 
ons, and they beliey'd 'twas their 
duty to be ſo. St. Paul while a pers 
ſecutor, was zealous againſt the Di/- 
ciples, and he thought he ought to 
do many things againſt that name. 
And our Saviour foretells that thoſe 
zealous murderers that ſhould kill 
bis Saints , ſhould think , They did 
God good ſervice in it, John xvi. 2. 
So that all the zeal of the natural 
man is not feigning , and ating of 
a part; nor hath it always evil ob- 

jects. 


107 
jects. The Phariſees were zealous 
againſt the wickedneſs of the Publi- 
cans, and Sinners. Zeal then, and 
that in earneſt for Religion, may be 
in bad men. Bur then, this is to be 
noted , that *tis commonly about 
opinions, Or external rites, and uſages, 
and ſuch marters as appertain to firſt 
Table Duties , while uſually the 
ſame men are very cold, in reference 
to the Duties of the Second : And 
when zeal is partial, and ſpent about 
the little things that tend not to the 
| overcoming the difficulties of our 
way, or the perfecting of humane na- - 
ture, 'tis a meer animal fervour , and 
no Divine Fire. And the natural man, 
 Þ the ſeeker that ſhall not enter, may 
| grow up to another height that 

looks glorionuſly, and ſeems to ſpeak 
mighty things. As, 

(II. Fe may have great comforts 

in 
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in relig:ous meditations , and that even 
to rapturous exceſſes. He may take 
theſe, for ſweet communion with God 
andthe joys of the Holy Ghoſt , and 
the earneſt of Glory, and be litted up 
on high by. them, and inabled to 
ſpeak in wonderful raviſhing ſtrains, 
and yet notwithſ{tanding be an evi 
man, and in the ſtate of ſuch. as 
ſhall be ſhut our. 

For this we may oblerve , That 
thoſe whole complexion inclines them 
to devotion , are commonly much 
under the power of melancholy . and 
they that are 0, are moſtly very va- 
_ ious in their tempers; ſometimes 
merry, and pleaſant to exceſs, and 
then plung'd as deep into the other 
extreme of ſadneſs, and dejection : 
one while the ſweet bumours enliven 
the imagination , and preſent it 
with all things that are plesſant and 


agree- lh 
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agreeable. And then, the black blood 
ſucceeds, which begets clouds, and 
darkneſs, and fills the fancy with 
things frightful, and uncomfortable. 
And there are very few but feel ſuch 
varieties in a degree inthemlelves. 
Now while the ſweet blood and bu- 
mours prevail , the perſon whole 
Wcomplexion inclines him to Religt- 
on, and who hath arrived to the 
degrees newly diſcours'd of (though 
z meer natural man) is full of in- 
ward delight , 'and ſatisfaction, and 
ancies at this turn, that he is much 
Wo the favorr of God , and 2 lure 
heir of the Kingdom of Glory; 
zhich muſt needs excite 1n him ma- 
y luſcious , and pleaſant thoughts : 
and theſe further warm his imaging- 
on, which, by new, and taking lug- 
eftions ſtill raiſeth the affections 
wore. and ſo the man is as it were 

tr enj- 
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tranſported beyond himſelf , and 
ſpeaks like one dropt from the clonds 
His tongue flows with Ligbt, and 
Glories, and (ommuniou , and Reve. 
lations, and Incomes ; and then, be: 
lieves that the Holy Ghoſt is the 4u- 
thor of all this, and that God is 
bim of a truth,in a ſpecial way of Ma- 
nifeftation, and vonchſ/afement. This 
15 one of the greateſt Heigbts of the 
Animal Religion , and many times it 
proceeds from nothing more Di: 
vine. For when melancbolick vapouts 
prevail again, the imagination is over- 
caft, and the fancy poſleſt by diſm 
and uncomfortable thoughts : and the 
man, whoſe head was but juſt be: 
fore among the ( louds,is now grove: 
ling in the Duſt. He thinks all is 
Joſt , and his condition miſerable; 
He 1s a caſt-away, and undone , when 
in the mean while as to Divine fs 

YOu! 
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your heisjuſt where he was before, 
or rather in a better ſtate , fince *tis 
tetter ro be humbled with reaſon, 
chen to be lifted up Without it. Such 
effects as theſe do meer natural paſ- 
fions and imaginations produce, 
when they are tinRured and heights 
ned by religious melancholy, To deny 
ones ſelf , and to overcome ones paſſi- 
ons, and to live in a courſe of a ſober 
vertwue,1s much more Divine, then all 
this. 

'Tis true indeed , and I am far 
from denying it, that holy men feel 
thoſe joys and communications of the 
Divine Spirit which are 19 fancies , 
Wand the Scripture calls them great 
RWpeace, Pf. cxix. 165. and joy in be- 
lieving, Rom. xv. 13. and the peace 
of God that paſſeth all underſtanding, 
Phil. iv. 7. But then, theſe Divine 


vouchſafements are not rapturons, or 
ecſtati- 
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at They ar areno nog PAY flaſhes 
that are gone in a moment, leaving 


the foul in the regions of ſorrow, 
and deſpair ; but ſober laſting com. 
forts, that are the rewards and re- 
ſults of vertue , the rejoycings of a 
good conſcience, 2 Cor. 1. 12. and the 
manifeſtations of God to thole rar: 
ſouls, who have overcome the evils 
of their natures, and the difficulties ol 
the way, or are vigorouſly preſſmg on 
towards this mark, Þþ1l. 111. 1 4. But 
for ſuch as have only the forms of 
oodlineſs, I have mentioned , whilc 
the evil inclinations and babies. Are its 
dulged, whatever they pretend, all 
the ſweets they talk of, are bur the 
imagery of dreams , and the pleaſant 
deluſions of their fancies, 
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Hus I have ſhewn how far 
the meer Animal Religion may 
go, in imperfef ſtriving. And now 
| muſt expe@ta hear 

(1.) Thatthis is very ſevere, un- 
comfortable Doarine ; and if one 
that ſhall eventually be frat out, 
may do all thy, we ſhall become 

ot the generality of Religious men 
that never do ſo much? And if all 
this be ſhort, what will be available ? 
who then ſhall be ſaved ? 

To which LI Anſwer, That we 
are not to make the meaſures of Re- 
ligion and Happineſs our ſelves ; bur 
to take thoſe that Chriſt Jeſus hath 
made for us: And he hath told us, 
That except our Righteouſneſs exceed 
the tho of the Sceribes and 
f  Pharifees, 
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Phariſees, we ſhall in x0 wiſe enter 
into the Kingdom of beaven , Mat, 
V.20. Now the Scribes and Pharj, 
ſees did things in the way of Reli. 
gion, that were equalto all the par-|ſ; 
ticulars I have mentioned ; yea they 
went beyond marry of onr gloriow 
Profeflors,who yer think themlelve, 
in an high form of Godlineſs. Theyſbr 
believed their Religion firmly , and|if 
Prayed frequently and fervently, and 
Faſted ſeverely; They were exa#, 
and exceeding ftrit in the obſerva 
tizy of their Sabbaths, and hated 
ſcandalous and groſs (ins ; and were 
very punFual in all the duties of 
outward Worſhip , and in many 
things ſupererrozated and went be-I 
yond what was commanded : Such 
zealous people were They ; and They 
ſeparated from the converſations and 
cuſtoms of other Jews, upon the ac- 
count 
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count of their (uppoſed: greater Ho- 
Wines and Purity. Theſe were heights 
to which the Phariſees arrived, and 
Mz good Chriftian muſt exceed all 
Mts: And-he that lives in a ſober 
wurſe ' of Piety, and Yertxe ; of ſelf 
Government, and humble ſubmiſion 
ſo God, of obedience to his Superi- | 
rs, and Charity to his Netghbonrs ; 
He doth really exceed it, and ſhall 
ter, When the other {hall be ſhut 
7 ut. So that, when our Saviour ſaith, 
What the Phariſack Righteouſneſs 
uſt be exceeded,che meaning is not, 
That a greater degree of every thing 
he Phariſees did, is neceſſary ; bur 
rc mult do that whith in the nature 
-ſnd kind of it is better and more ac» 
eptable to God, viz. That whereas 
hey placed their Religion .in /tri& 
ndFa/tings, and nice obſervations of 
ac-F*/iivals; in lbyd and earneſt Prayers, 
unt ” 1z and 
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and zeal to ger Proſelites ; we ſhould i * 
place ours,in ſincere ſubjefons of our (ff 1 
wills tothe will of God, in imitation | / 
of the life of Chriſt, and obedience of Il o 
his Laws; in amending the faults of 
our natures and lives, in ſubduing 
our paſſions, and caſting out the 
habits of evil : Theſe are much be- 
yond the Religion of the Phanatick 
Phariſee ; not in ſhe and pomp ; bur 
in real worth, and divine eſteem, So 
that, upon the whole, we have no 
reaſon to be diſcouraged, becaulc 
They thar do ſo mach are caſt out; 
fince, though we find not thoſc 
heats, and ſpecious things in our ſelves: 
which we obſerve in them, yer iti 

| weare more week , and medeſt, andſÞh1 
patient and charitable, and humble and 
74ſt, our caſe is better , and we have 
the Power of Godlineſs, when their 
1s but the Form, And we, whom 


They 


They accounted aliews and exemies, 
ſhall enter; while they, the preſumed 
friends and domeſticks, ſhall be (hut 
oft. 

But (2.) Iexpe& it ſhould be a» 
oain ObjeRed Jeainfl this ſeverity 
of Diſcourſe, Fhat our Saviour 
. M faith, Mat.x1. 20, That his yoke is eaſie 
and bis burden is light : which place 
ſeems to croſs all that hath on 
laid about the Difficulties of Reli- 
0 fleion. And 'tis true it hath ſuch an 
le Fuppearance, but 'tis uo more : For the 
t. words look as croſs tothe expreſs 
\ſcſþns of the ſame Divine Author, con- 
jecrning the ftratghtneſs of the Gate, 
. ſnd narrowneſs of the Way, as to any 
ndfſlbiog I have delivered from thoſe 
nd ifallible ſayings. Therefore co re- 
aveinoye rhe ſemblance of contrariety , 
eirſFbich the objeffed Text ſeems to 
omſÞave to thoſe others, and to my 
hey I 3 Dilcoule, 
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Diſcourſe, we may obſerve, 
That when our Saviour. faith; 
that his yoke Is eafie, the word we 
read eafie is xe, which ſtgnifieth 
very good, excellent, gracious ; and the 
meaning, | ſuppole is, That his Pre. 
cepts had a native beauty and goodneſ 
in them, That they are congruow 
and ſutable to our reaſonable Nx 
tures, and apt inſtruments to make 
us happy, In which ſenſe , this ex 
preffion hath no antipathy to the 
Text, or to any thing | have ſaid 
And whereas'tis added,| My Burde 
is light | I think by this, we are (« 
underſtand, T hat his Commands at 
not of that burdenſome narure, thi 
the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh Law 
were: Thoſe were very cumber 
ſome, and had nothing in their ni 
| ture to make them pleaſant and 4 
greeable ; whereas his Religion h# 
| n( 
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no expenſive, troubleſome Rites ap- 
pendant to it, nor did it require 
any thing but our obſervation of 
thole Laws which eternal Reaſon 
obligeth us to, and which of our 
(elves we ſhould chooſe to live un- 
der, were we freed from the intangle- 
ments of the World , and intereſts of 
JN Fleſh. So that neither doth this 05- 
jefion ſignific any thing againſt the 
Eope of my Diſcourſe. 


 INFERENCES from 
the Whoſe, concerning, 

_ (1)The true notion of a 
[ch of Grace and N a- 
ture. (2) T hegreat defi 


of Religion to perfect hn- 

mane nature. (3) The 
agreement and oneneſs of 
Chriſtianity and Moral: 
ty. (4) The method « 
of Grace on the ſouls of 
 men(5) T henatare of the 
Anmal Religion. (6)T ht 
certain mark Whereby t0 
Knoy 


—_— - _ 
* know our ſlate. (7) The 
power of Godlineſs, and 
the Forms of it, | 


———_—— 


—_—_— 
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| ND now I am at liberty 

ro Ceſcend to the Improves 
ment of what I have ſaid; and the 
things I have to add will be com- 
prehended under cheſe two Gene- 
rals- (1 ) Inferences, and a plain (2) 
Advice in order to pradtice. I begin 
with the Inferences and (oroflaries 
that ariſe fromthe whole diſcourle. 
And 


(1) We may colle&t, That is 
the tate of Nature ; and what 
the Rate of Grace. We have rg 
EINE chat 
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that” tis the great buſineſs ,of Reli- 
"gion tO Overcome eV Inclinations 

and the prevailing influence of ſenſe, 
and paſſion, and evil cuſtoms and 
example and worldly affeFions 

And therefore the ſtate of Nature 
conſiſts inthe power, and prevalency 
_ of Theſe, This is that the Scri- 
pture calls the Old man, Eph. iv. 22. 
The Image of the earthy, 1 Cor-xy. 
Fleſh Gal v. 17. Death, Rom. vii. 
24- Darkneſs \ John 1ii. 19. and 
old leaven, 1 Cor. v., 7, On the cons 
trary, The ftate of Grace is a ſtate 
of ſincere ſtriving againſt them 
which it it keeps on, ends in Pifto- 
79. And this is call'd Converfuon , 

AFis 111.19, and Renovation, while 
'tisin its firſt motions, And the 
Divine Nature, 2 Pet.i.. 4.the image 
of the heavenly, 1 Cor. xy. 20. The 
Spiri it, Gal. v, 16, Light, kv / 
8. all 
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$. and Life, 1 Joh. iii. 14. when 
tis arriv'd to more compleatneſs, and 
perfefiion. _ 

For our fuller underftanding 
this, we may conhider, That grace 
is taken (1) for Divine favour . 
(2 ) for Chriftian Vertue. As it (ig- 
nifies Divine favour, ſoit is uſed, 

(1) Forthoſe belps and aids God 
affords us, viz,the Goſpel, Joh. 1. 17. 
and the influences of his Spirit, 1 Cor. 
xii. 9, In this ſenſe we are deli- 
ver d from the ſtate of natare by 
Baptiſm, viz. We afe intitled to 
divine helps , which is a kind of 
regeneration, for we are born in a 
condition of impotence , and weak- 
neſs , and deſtitution of ſpiritual aſ- 
fiftances ; This is the world of meer 
nature ; But then in Baptiſm, we are 
brought into the world of the ſpirit, 
that 1s, areput under its influences , 

and 


TY 


and are aſlured of its aids, and þ 
are morally born again; Not that this 
Regeneration alone will ſave us, with. 
out our endeayours ; it imports on- 
ly an external relation , and right to iff : 
priviledges, and by theſe we may be ſly 
Mis +4 afiſted in our ſtriving, Nt 
if we ule them, f 
Bur then (2) Grace too, as it fig. 
nifies divine favour, iraplies his ſpe- 
cial love, and kindneſs, luch as he 
vouchlafes to holy, and vertuous 
men ; ſo that we may obſerve tha: 
there may be a diſtin&ion berween 
a ſtate of grace , and a ſlate of ſal- 
vation. A ſtate of Grace in the for- 
mer ſenſe, is a condition aſbiſted 
by the influences of Gods Spirit, and 
all baptized perſons are in that. But 
if they «ſe not thoſe hips, they are 
not in Gods ſpecial favour ; and fo 
nA in a ſtate of Salvation. But when 
= thoſe 


lo choſe aſſiftances are duly imployed, 
is and join'd with our fincere endea- 
v your, then the perſon ſo uſing 


chem, isin aſtate of Salvationallo; 
and in Gods ſpecial love and fa- 
your. Thus of the fate of Grace in 
the firſt ſenſe as taken for divine 
AVOHre, 

(2) The word is alſo uſed for 
( briftian Fertue, 2 Peter iii. 18, and 
yertue is call'd grace, becauſe "dis 
wrought in us by the aſſiſtance of 
x: | Gods Spirit and the light ofthe Goſ- 
n fel which are divine favours; and 
{- to be in a ſtate of grace in this ſenſe, 
- ſis tobea virtuous man, which ſup» 
d Epoſerh divine aids, and intitles to 
d I divine love. = 0 3 
ti Theſe things I have taken an oc- 
e cahion thus briefly co ſtate, and 1 
0 | have done it, becauſe there is oft- 
n 
c 


tires much confuſion in mens dil> 
courles 
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courles about Grace, and Nature, 
from which much ronble and ma. 
ny controverſies have ariſen. And 
by what I have ſaid allo in theſe 
brief hints, the DoErine of our 
Church in the office of Baptiſm , | i 
may be underſtood cleerly, and will il : 
appear to be very ſound and .true ſn 
notwithſtanding the petty excepti. [1 
ons of thele , that underſtand not iff « 
what they lay, nor whereof they 
affirm. | a 


ICT. 11. D 


(II) || may infer, That tht 

great delicn of Kel 
cxion and the Goſpel 1s to per- 
fect Bumane nature. The per 


feftion of our natures conſiſts ( asl ſto 
have intimated) in the ſubje&ioz , = 
and ſubordination of the affections and 


paſfrons 


| 


I, 


paſſions to the Mind, as it 1s ;nlight- 
ned, and dire&ted by the divine 
Laws, and thoſe of Regfon This 
is the ate of 5 integrity, in which 
we. were firſt made; and we loſt 
it, by the rebellion of our ſenſes , 
and inferiour powers, which have. 
uſurpr the government of us ever 
ſince. Here is the imperfeftion, and 
corruption of our natures, 

Now Reiigion deſigns to remove 
and cure theſe, and to reſtore us to 
our firſt , and happy ſtate. Its 
buſineſs 1 is not to retorm our looks, 
and our languagez or to model 
our actions, and geſtures into a 
devout appearance ; not only to 
reſtrain the practice of open pro. 
pnaneneſs,and villany,nor to com- 
fort us with the aſſurance of Gods 
loving us, we know not why : But 


\d to cure our ill nature;, to govern 


1s 
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eur paſſions , to moderate our de- 
fires, to throw out pride and envy, 
and all ancharitable ſurmiſals, with 
the other ſpiritual ſorts of wicked- 
neſs ; and thereby to make us like 
unto God, in whom there 1s no 
| ſhadow of fin, - or imperfedtion ; andſpi 
ſo to render us fit objects of his 
delight, and love. | 


' So that whatever doth not tend Bj; 


to make us ſome way or other really 
better : better in our ſelyes , and bet- 
ter in all Relations, as fathers, andſſhr, 
children, and buſbands and wives, and 
ſubje&s , and governours , and neigh- 
boars , and friends, is not Religion; 
It may be a form of Godlineſs , but 
_ *tis nothing to the life, and power: 
And where we (ce not this effec} 0 
Religion, letthe profeſſor of it b 
never ſo hizh and glorious in hi 
profeflion , we may yer ociny 

chat 


ET Ie. OY + 4 ; ,n A D Ws is. od , nd ada; ”» Li ks LES FS. Os OTF ph ne G : 4 ob my F %* a SG Hl  ; i 
4 4 > 2, - l . \ o w . . " "y 5 . 4 ba P , p [4 4 * bf x p TW $44 
Fa by er (0 Ss *7 # 7 . {it q F: { 
” by 4 " J þ td 45" Your Pig, 1 54 1 
: , 4 « 
| | [3 Y | 
) 


that either his Religion is not goed, 
or that heoaly pretends, and. really 
hath it not. | 

This Itake to be a conliderati- 
"n of great moment and great cer- 
ainty, Viz. That Chriſtian Reli- 
vin aims atthe bettering and per- 
{ing of our natures, For the things 
: commands relate either to Wor- 
ſhip, or vertne. The inſtances of 
xternal worſhip are prayer, and 
raiſe. both which are high a&s of 
rratitude and juſtice, and they fit us 
or divine bleſſings, and keep us 
nder a ſenſe of God, and prepare 
3 for union with him , which 1s 
he bigheſ} perfetion of which the 
reature 15 Capable T hus the ont- 
bard ats of worſhip tend to our 
F:appinels; and the inÞard do infi- 
tely che fame. 


ns 
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They are Faith , and Love, an 


Fear. Faith in God ſupports Ang 


relieves us in all atflitions, and i. 
ſtreſſes. The love of him 1s a ple 
ſure and ſolaceto us in all loſſes and 
diſappointments ,fince he 1s an obj 


jet moſt filling, and ſatisfying Þ 
and one that cannot be loſt, excepiſf 


we wiltully thruſt him from us, 
Fear of God hath no torment , * Tiff 
no ſlaviſh dread of his greatneſs and 
power ; but a reverence of his per- 


fefions, and a lothneſs to offend 


him ; andthis diſpoſeth us alſo forff 


_ the communications of his grace, and 


love,P/.Ixxxv.9 Andthis it doth by a 


congruity,and its own nature, which 


is tobe laid likewiſe of the others 


So that they would make thole 
happy that praftile them , whether 
they had been poſitively enjoyn'd,Þ 
or not; And though no expre| 
: reward 


rewards had been annext unto 
chem. 
KY There are other two acts of 
Eworſhip which Chriſtianity re- 
quires, which are inſtituted and pos 
Yjicive , and reſpedt Chrift our Lord ; 
Y7 hey are, the Sacraments, Baptiſm , 
nd the Lords Supper, both which 
are boly Rites, of high fignificati- 
on ; and ſeals of an excellent ( ove- 
ant berween God and us, afſluring 
{{s of pardon of fins, and alldivine 
favorirs, upon the conditions of our 
Faith, and repentance; and mare 
irmly obliging us to holy obedience; 
and dependance. The only way in 
hich we can be happy. Whence 
15.fve (ee briefly, that all the parts of 
eſwor/hip. which Chriſtianity binds 
pon us, tend to our perfection , 
and Felicity. ES 
And all the vertaes that it com- 
Ks -- mands; 
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mands, do the ſame; both thoſs 
that reſpe& us in a perſonal , and 
thoſe others that relate to us as mem. 
bers of Societies. Thus bumility re. 
commended , Mat. v. 3. Meekneſ 
bleft, v. 5. prrity, v. 8. are vertues 
that accompliſh our particular per: 
ſons, and make us happy in our 
ſelves. For of Pride cometh (onten-|l 
tion , Prov. xii. 10. And a oreaff 
part of our troubles ariſe from ſte. 
mach and ſelf-will, all which humi- 
lity cures. And meekneſs allo takes 
away the occaſions of the nume- 
rous miſchiets we run into through 
the rage and diſorder of our paſſ 
ons ; and tis in it ſelf a great beaut) 
and ornament, ſince it ariſeth from 
the due order, and government of our 
faculties. Purity allo, which compre 
hends temperance of all ſorts , frees 
us from the tormenting importunit) 


of 
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of thoſe defires , that drag us out 
of ourſelves, and expoſe us to ſin, 
- Band folly, and tempration, and make 
ſus exceeding miſerable, belides 
which it 1s a perfe&ion that ren- 
S Wders us like unto God, and the bleſt 
*BSpirits of the higheſt rank. And 
Chriſtian veitges do not only 
ſ:ccompliſh , and make us happy 
in our particular perſons, but in 
0-flthe more publique capacity alſo; 
-YThey diſpoſe us to a quiet obedia 
nceto our governours Without mure 
- Bnwring , and complaining ; and there- 
by the publique peace is ſecured 
and all good things elle in that. 
But there are other vertues that 
Chriſtianity enjoyns, which have 
a more direCt tendency to the haps 
ineſs of others as Juſtice, Mat. vii.12. 
Lharity, 1 Cor. 13. Lojglty, Rom. 
Wi, and all other publique yertues 
K 3 may, 
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may, I think, becomprehended un, 
der theſe. Wherethere is no Juſtice 
every man preys upon another, and 
no mans property is ſafe. Where 
( harity 1s wanting, Jealouſtes , ha: 
treds, envyings, back-bitings, and 
cruelties abound, which rende: 
the world -deplorably unhappy, 
Where there is not Loyalty,and con: 
 ſcionable ſubmiſſion to Governours 
the publique is upon every occafion 
df commotion, involv'd in infinite 
miſeries, and diſaſters. So that all 
the precepts of our Religion are it 
their own nature proper inſlrument! 
to make ws happy; and they had 
been metiods of Felicity to be cho- 
ſen by all reaſonable creatures, 
though they had never been requi- 
red by ſo great, and fo ſacred an 
- Authority, 
Theſe things I haye ſaid, boca 


1-1 could not chooſe but take this 
ol occaſion to recommend the excel- 


re gion ; And1I have done it but only 
ain briet hints, becauſe it arifeth 
1dff but upon a Corollary from my main 
« ubje&t, and from this 1 infer, 


n SR CT. 111; 

5 | 
20N([II) "Hat Chiſtianity is 
Itt - the height, and per- 


alfection of mozality, They both 
;nft:nd to the real bettering, and ac- 
}compliſhment of humane nature : 
adfBut the rules and meaſures of mo- 
0-ral Philoſophy were weak and im- 
s perfect till Chriſt Jeſus came ; He 
confirmed and enforced all thole pres 
cepts of vertue , that were written 
upon our hearts; and cleared them 
from many corruptions that were 

"= Ks... 
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id [ency, and reaſonableneſs of our Reli- _ 


— 
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grown upon them, through igna.- 
rance and vice, the glſſes of the 
Jews, and falſe conceits of the Gen: 
tiles, and he inforced them anew 
by his Authority, and the knowledg 
he gave of divine aids , and greater 
rewards, and puniſhments, then were 
underſtood before ; yea he inlarged 
It in ſome inſtances, luch as (oving 


enemies, and forgiving injuries, Thus 
Chriſt Jeſus taught morality, viz. the 
way of living like men, And the «, 
Chapter of Matthew is an excellent 
Leflure of this kind. 

So that to diſparage morality , is 
to diſgrace Chriſtianity it ſelf, and| 
to vilifie oxe of the ends of Chriſt: 
coming into the world. For all 
Religion and all duties reſpect either 
Goa, our neighbour, or our ſelves, and 
the duties that relate to theſe two 
laft , are moral vertues, The an 

| c 
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= file St. Fames counted theſe Mora- 
lities of vifiting the Widow and Fa- 


therleſs, to be the pure (Religion and 
undefiled, Jam. i. 17. And the Pro- 


phet Micah intimates , that thoſe 


moral virtues of juſtice and mercy, 
were ſome of the main things that 
God required of us, Mich. vi. 8. 
Our Saviour faith , that the whole 
Law 15 ſumm'd up in theſe two, to 
love God with all our fouls, and 
our nerghbour, as onr ſelves, Math. 
Xx11, 13. Which latter contains the 
duties of morality. And that which 


the grace of God in the Goſpel 


teacheth, according to St Paul is, ro 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world, Tit. 11. 11. There 
is no godlineſs without morality. All 
the f1gits of tae Spirit reckon'd up 
Gal. v. 22. are moral virtues. And 
when we are commanded to grow 

: in 
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in grace, 2 Pet. il. 18, Vertue is 
partly underſtood. For one branch 
of what is call'd Grace in us, 15 moral 
vertue, produced by divine aids, 
Chriſtian principles, and incourage- 
ments, though 'tis true, the-word 
is extended to thoſe duties that re- 
late immediately to God allo, 

By which we ſee how ignoranth, 
and dangeronſly thole people talk , 
that diſparage morality as a dull, lame 
thing of no account, or reckoning, 
Upon this the Religion of the 2d. 
Table is by too many neglected ; 
and the whole myſtery of the new 
Godlineſs is lay'd in frequent hearing, 
and devout ſeraphick talk, luſcious 
phancies , new lights, incomes , ma- 
nifeſtations, ſealings, in-dwellings, and 
ſuch like. Thus Antinomianiſm, and 
all kinds of Phanaticiſm have. made 
their way by the dilparagement of 
morality, 
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morality, and men have learnt to 
believe themſelves the choſen, preti- 
ons people, while their hearts have 
been full of malice , and bitterneſs , 
and their hands of violence, while 
they deſpiſed dominions, and ſpoke e- 
yil of dignities , rebel'd againſt the 
Government, deſtroyed publique 
peace, and endeavoured to bring 
all into miſery, and confufions. Tis 
this diabolical project of dividing 
morality from Reiigion, that hath gi- 
veſt riſe and occaſion to all theſe 
villanies. And while the praQtiſers 
of ſuch things have aſſumed the 
name of the only godly, Godlineſs it 
felt hath been brought into diſgrace 
by them; and Atheiſm incouraged 
to ſhew it ſelf, in open defiance to 
Religion, Yea, through the indiſcre- 
tions, and inconſideratenels of ſome 
preachers; the phantaſtry , and vain 


babble 
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babble of others, and the general 
diſpofation of the people to admire 
what makes a great /hew, andpre- 


tends to more then ordinary ſpiri- 


tnality . things are, in many places, 
come to that paſs, that thoſe who 
teach Chriſtian vertue , and Religion, 
in plainneſs and famplicity without 
ſenſeleſs phraſes, and phantaſtick 
affeflations, ſhall be reckon'd for 
dry moraliſts, arid ſuch as under- 
ftand nothing of the life, and power 
of Godlineſs. Yea, thoſe people 
have been ſolong uled to gibberiſh 
and canting, that they cannot under- 


ſtand plain ſenſe, and vertue is | 


become ſuch a ftranger to their 
ears, that when they hear it ſpo- 
ken ofin a pulpit, they count the 
preacher a broacher of new divinity, 
and onethat would teach the way 
to heaven by Philoſophy: And hee- 
| | (capes 
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(capes well, if they do not ſay; That 
he is an Atheiſt, or that he would 
reconcile us to Gentiliſm, and Hea- 
- I then Worſhip. The danger and vani» | 
ty of which ignorant humour , the 
contempt of morality, is apparent in 
the whole ſcope of my Diſcourſe, 
and therefore I add no more con- 
cerning It here ; but proceed to ano- 
ther Inference, which is, 


ww we 
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(1V.) That G2ace and the 
new Nature, make their way 
s {by degrees onthe ſoul, for the 
r I 4ifficulties will not be removed, nor 
- the corrupt nature ſubducd all ar 
e None. Habits that grow by repeated 
acts,time, and continuance, will not 
be expelled in a moment. No man 
can become greatly eyil or good on 
A 
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a ſudden. The Path of the juft ſhines 
more and more to a perfef+ day, Prov. 
iv. 18. We do notjump from dark- 
neſs into full light. We are not fully 
ſanRified ana converted In an in- 


ſtant. The day begins in an inſenſi- 


bledawn, and the Kingdom of heaven 
1 like a grain of Muſtard ſeed, Mat. 
xiii. 31. It doth not ſtart up pre- 
ſently to the ſtature of a tree. 'The 
Divine birth begins like the Natu- 
ral, inan imperte&t embryo. 

There are ſome ſeeds of Know- 


ledge and Goodneſs that God hath 


ſown in our natures; theſe are ex- 


cited by the Divine Grace and Spi- 
rit to conyittions, which proceed to 
purpoſes, theſe to reſolutions , and 
chence we pals to abſtinence from all 
groſs fins, and the performance of out- 
ward Duties; and (o ar laſt by de- 


grees, to vigorous attempts, for the 


deſtru81on 
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deflruftion ot evil habits and inclina- 
tions. When Grace 1s arrived to 
this eminent growth, 'tis very Vi{4- 
ble, as the Plant is when 'tis above 
the ground: But the beginuings 
of Converſion are not ordinarily per- 
ceived. 

So that to catechize men about 
the pancinal time , and crcumſtances 
of their Converſion, is an idle device, 
and a great temptation to vanity and. 
lying. Who can tel! the exa&t mo- 
ment when the niebt ends, and the 
dawn enters? *Tis true indeed, the 
paſſage from the exceſſes of Wicked- 
nels, which begins in ſome extraor- 
dinary horrors and convictions, Is 
ſometimes very notable , but 'tis not 
not ſo in all or moſt. The time of 
St. Paul's Converſion was eminent, 
but that change was from great 
contrarieties and miraculous, and 
| there- 
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therefore 'tis not to be drawn inte 
inſtance. Both the beginnings and 
minute progreſſions of Grace, arc 
uſually undiſcerned:: We cannot ſce 
the Graſs juſt putting out of the 
earth, or actually growing; but yet 
we find that it doth both. And 
Grace is better known in its fruits, Nc 
than in 1ts riſe. By their Fruits ve [th 
ſhall know them, ſaith our Saviour, I; 
Max. xii, 33. and the ſame way we fy: 
may know our ſelyes. of 


SECT. Y. 


 (v,)Teſee that there 1s an 
Animal as Well as a Divine 
Religion ; A Religion thar is but 
| the effe& and modification of com» 
olexion , natrral fear, and ſelf love. 
How far theſe will go, we have ſeen, 
and how ſhort it will prove in th 
end. 


| p 


end. The not noting this hath been 
the {ad occaſion of deceiving many. 
Some obſerving great heats of zeal 
and devotion in the modern Phariſees, 
take theſe to be the Saints and good 
people; believing all the glorious 
things which they aflume to them- 
ſelves: When others , that know 
them to be envious and malitious, un- 
juſt and covetous, proud and unge- 
vernable, and cannot therefore look 
on them as ſuch choiſe holy people, 
are apt to affirm all to be hypocrifie 
and feigning, In which ſentences, 
both are mittaken for want of knows 
Ing that there is a meer Animal Reli- 
gion, that will produce very ſpecious 
and glorious effefts. So that though 
the Phariſee Prays vehemently, and _ 
Faſts ſeverely,and talks much of the 

love of God, and delights greatly in 
hearing and pious Diſcourle, and 
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wil ſuffer all qe for whey he 
calls his conſcience ; yet he is not 
to be concluded a Saint from hence 
becauſe the meer Animal Religion 
may put it ſelf forth in all theſe ex- 
preſstons. l 
And though this Profeſſor be aff » 
bad man, proud and covetous , mal ci 
ciows and cenſorious, ſacrilegious and i! 
Rebellious, yet we cannot thence befſ t] 
affured that he is an Hypecrite, infſ n 
one ſenſe, viz. ſuch an one as faguly 
all that be pretenas : : But we may beeſſ| 17 
lievethat he is really ſo affected withſf 
Hearing, and Praying, and devoutſf 9 
Company, as he makes ſhew, and ye} n 
for all this, not alter our opinion ofÞÞ li 
1 

t] 


his being an evil man : ſince the 
Animal Religion will go as far as the 
things in which he glories. i: 
\ There is nothing whereby the] Þ 
common people are drawn more 


ealily 


to Happineſs; 
eff eaſily into the ways of Sefts and Se- 
ot parations, then by' the obſervation 
e if of the zealand devotion of thoſe of the 
nf] fafHions : Theſe they take to be Re- 
x-}Þ 112107, and the great matters of God» 
lineſs, and thoſe the religious and only 
aſl godly people. And lo firſt they con- 
li-£ ceive a great opinion of them, and 
df then follow them whitherloever 
beſſ they lead. For the generality of 
inf} men are tempted into Schiſm and 
wi} Parties, not ſo much by the argu- 
xl ments of Fanaticks, as by the opinion 
thſſl of their Godlineſs , which opinion is 
«Tl crounded upon thoſe things, which 
may ariſe from the meer Animal Re- 
ligion,, and very commonly do fo. 
This they underſtand nor, and by 
this ignorance are betrayed into the 
If fnare of Separation , to the diftuc- 
heffl bance of the Peace of the Charch, and 
their own great hurt and inconvenience, 
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Whereas conld . they be made to | n 
know and conſider that complexisn || ch 
and natural paſſions may bring forth || 0! 
all theſe fruits, they might be ſecured || g; 
by this means againſt the tempting || cc 
' 1mpoſture, and learn that Meekneſs 
and Patience, Afability and Charity, 
Juſtice, and a Peaceable, humble tem- 
per,are better arguments of Saintſhip 
than all theſe. Thus a great miſchief |w 
might be prevented ; and there is me 
another allo that might be remedicd 
by the ſame Obſervation : The in- 
convenience 1s this, | 
While the enemies of Factions 
obje& FHypocrifie to them, affirming 
that all they do and jay, is meer perſ0- 
nating and pretence , tney confirm 
and ſetle thoſe people in their way; 
ior many of them know,that they are 
in earneft, and conſequently that their 
oppolers are miſtaken in their judg- 
ments 


149 
ments concerning them ; by which 
they. are better eftabliſhr in their 
own good opinion, and hardned a- 
oainlt conviction ; wheteas did they 
confider tuch things as | have ſup- 
geſted, about the Animal Religion, 
and grant to them that they may be 
ſerious, believe themſelves infinite- 
oy, and feel all thoſe Warmths, 

f {which they pretend, and yer be evil 
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men, and far enough from being gods 

ly. Did they ſhew them thar all their 
j- zeal and. Devotion , and more and 

preater than theirs, may ariſe from a 
s principle that hath nothing Divine 
and ſupernatural in it: They would 
thereby ſtrike them in the right vein, 
and bring them down from the high 
perch, whereon, by their falſe marks, 
they had placed themlelves ; and 
thereby diſabule them, and prevent 
the abuſe of others. 
L 3 SECT. 


The Tay 


SECT. VI I 
V1 JF/Etee how we may 
know our ſtate, 
whether it be that of Gzace and 
Life ; 02 the cther ſad one of 
Unregeneracy and Death. The 
fate of Grace is a motion towards the 
recovery of the Divine Image, and a 
perfe&t viftory over our ſelves, and al 
corrupt inclinations and affe ions. The 
ſtate of Unregeneracy and Death, is 
the continuance under the power ad 
prevalency of ſenſe, paſſion, and evi 
habits. 
 When'tis a queſtion to our ſelves, 
In which of theſe ſtates we are, I 
mult be ſuppoſed that we are arfh 
ved to ſomething of Religion : Forfſſ 
the grofly wicked cannot but know 
what their condition is, And the 


waj 


way I would propoſe to thoſe 0- 
thers, who are yet uncertain, 15 this, 
viz; To take notice, _ 
.- Thether they really deſign, 
and make any p2zogrels in 
Goodneſs. Every motion indeed 
cannot be felt or perceived; bur if 
| we go on, though never lo inſcnſ1- 
heff bly , time will ſhew that we are 
of grown. If we conſider what areour 
aff particular defe&s, and ſtudioully ap- 
veff ply proper inſtruments to remove 
is chem ; if we fand ſucceſs in thoſe 
aff indeavours, and that we are better 
vill this year, than we were the former ; 

That our PaſSons are better govern- 
5. £d, and our inordinate affeftions more 
If 7eſtrained , and our evi habits and 
riff inclinations leſs powerful with us , 
orff tis an infallible fign, that we live and 
wh arein a /tate of Grace, that we ſhall 
at laſt arrive to « perfet man in Chriſt 
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Jeſus, Eph.iv. 13. and fhall attain 
if we faint not, 2 Cor. iv 1. whereas 
on the other hand, If we come to 


ſome hopeful pitch , and land: ftill 


powerful with us now, as they were 
a year ago, and our inclinations and 
paſſions jult ar the ſame pals, we are 
ina bad ſtate, and dead, While the 
Plant grows jt lives and may become 
a great tree, though at preſent it be 
but ſmall : whereas that whoſe ſta- 
cure 1s bigger, and more promiſing, if 
It proceeds not, decates and comes to 
nothing. —- 


are ſiriving and going towards” per- 
feion, God overlooks our Infirmi- 
ties, and. pardons them for Chriſt's 
ſake. This is our fancerity,and an ef- 
feft of true Faith. Bur if on the 
other hand, we think onr ſel yes well, 
pc and 


there; If fin and temptation be as | 


Though we are imperfe&, it we| 


w_—_— > © WP. AN 


, 


| 


\ 
( 
| 
c 


| 


ww KY os 


D—__ 


4 4-3 


and::do: not always attempt. for- 
wards, Our ſtate is bad, and our fins 
will be imputed : Be our pretences 
whart they will, our Faith is not 
ſneere, and will not Read us. 
When we get to a certain pitch 
in Religion , and make that our ſtate, 
'tis an argument that our Religion 
was meerly Animal ; and but a mode 
of complexion , ſelf love and. natural 


fear. When we overcome ſome fins, 


and are willing to (pare and cheriſh 
others, 'tis a (1gn that we are not 
fincere 1n our attempts upon any, 
and that what we have done, was 
not performed upon good and divine 
motives. 
Sincerity is diſcovered by growth, 
and this 1s the fureſt mark that | 
know of 1ryal. Sothat we have no 
reaſon to preſume , though, as we 
think, we have gone a oreat " 
1 
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if we 20n0t on. Nor on the other 
fide, have we any to deſpair, though 
our preſent attainments are but ſmall, 
it weare proceeding. The buds and |} | 
rendereſt bloſſoms of Divine Grace, 
are acceptable to God; when the 
faireſt leaves of the meer Animal 
Religion are nothing in his eſti- 
mate. onus 

This is a great advantage we have 
from the Goſpel , that imperfefion 
will be accepted, where there is ſin- 
cerity; whereas according to the 
meaſures of exact and rigorous Ju- 
ftice, no man could be made happy 
in the high degree of glery, but he 
that was perfe&3, and whoſe videries 
were abſolute, 
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Stcr. VIL. 


(VII.) | may be colle&ed from 

our Diſcourſe , wherein 
the PoWer of Godline[s cooſiſts, 
viz, Jn a pzogrels towards per=- 
tection, and an intire vicozy 
over all the evils of our Na- 
tures. The Forms of Godlineſs are 
not only in the ceremonies of Worſhip, 
and external actions of feigned Pie- 
ty; But all the fine things of the 
Animal Religion, | have mentioned, 
are of this kind, and they are the worſt 
fort : By the groſſer Forms men hard- 
ly deceive others ; by theſe they ets 
feEtually gull themſelves. So that. 
many that vehemently oppoſe Forms, 
are the greateſt Formaliſts therm- 
ſelves. Forms of Worſhip may well 
agree with the Power of Godlineſs , 
when. 
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when as zeal againſt Forms, -1ay 

be a Form it ſelf , whatever makes 
ſpew of Religion, and doth not make 

us better, that's a Form, atleaſt to us. 
There are Spiritual Forms, as well as 
thoſe of the ather ſort, and theſe are 
molt deadly. Poy/on is worſt in Aqua- 
Yite. He that ſpeaks his Prayers ex 
tempore with vehemence and lowaneſs, 

if he ſtrive not againſt his ill natare 

and ſelf will, is as much a Formal}, 

as be that tells his Prayers by his 
Beads, and underſtands not one word 

he ſaith. And thoſe that run away 
from Forms in Churches, meet more 
dangerous ones in Barns and private 
corners. Orthodox Opinions , devout 

| Phraſes, ſet Looks, melting Tones , af- 
| febied Sigbs, and vehement Raptures, 
arc often meer Forms of Godlineſs, 
that proceed from the Animal Re- 
ligion, which it /elf is a Form likes 
wile. 


wile. O that the whſerveri of & 
many motes in their Brothers eyez 


would learn to throw out the Beams 
of their own ! 


The Form of Godlineſs that pre- 
tends it {elt to be ns more, is not ſo 
hurtful : But the Forms , that 'call 
themſelves the Power , arc deadly. 


'Tis the Formality and Superſtition of 


Separatiſts that keeps on the Separd- 
tion : They yg for phancies and 
arbitrary trifles, We for order and 
obedience. The bas are abuled 
by names, and being frighted by the 
ſhadows of Saperſtitien and For mali- 
| ty, they run into the worſt Formality, 
and fillieft Superſtition in the World. 
The Kingdom of heaven confiſts not in 
meats and drinks, Rom. xiv. 17. nei- 
ther in Circamcifion, nor Uncircum- 
ciſion, 1 Cor. vii. 19. not in zeal 
for little things, nor againſt them ; 
both 


". 


both the one and the other are equa]- 
ly formal. 
The power of Religion lies in #fang 
Divine aids heartily and conftantly, 
in order to the overcoming the 
Difficulties ot our way. This Godli- 
neſs 1s not exerciſed ſo much in re- 
forming others, as our ſelves: The 
chief deſign is to govern within, and 
not to make Laws for the World 
without us. This is that Wiſdom that is 
rom above, which is pure and peace- 
able, Jam. itt. 17. It makes no noiſe 
and bluſter abroad, but quietly 
minds its own buſineſs at home. 
So that certainly the beſt men 
| havenotalways had the greateſt fame 
for Godlineſs ; as the wiſeſt have very 
ſeldom been the moſt popular. They 
are the effes of the Animal Religion 
that make the biggeſt ſhew. The 
voice of true Religion is heard in 
quiet, 
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quiet, it ſounds not in the corners 
of the ſtreet. The power of Godiineſs 
is {een in Juſtice, Meekneſs, Humility, 


and Charity, things that look not ſo 


ſplendidly as the Spiritual Forms. 

And thus of the INFERENCES 
and COROLLARIES that may be 
drawn from my Diſcourſe , which 
though they cannot all be inferred 
from any of its minute and ſepara- 
ted parts, yet they lic in the de- 
fign and contexture of it. 
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CHAP, V. , 


Praflical « Advice for a 
CONCLUSION, 


F Haſten now to [AdVice for 
- Paactice. The way of Happi- 
neſs is difficult , but the difficulties 
may be overcome by ſtriving. A 
little will not do; many ſeekers are 
ſhut out ; what remains then, but 
that we perlwade our ſelves to 
ſtrive, and that diligently, with cons 

ſtant reſolution and endeavour. 
We were made for Happineſs , 
and Happineſs all the World ſeeks : 
Who will ſhew us any good ? Plal.iv.6. 
is the voice of all the Creatures: 
We have ſought it long in emptineſs, 
| aud 
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and ſhadows; and that ſearch hath 
ſtill ended in ſhame and diſappoint- 
ment. Where true /ubflantial Felicity 
is we know, and the Way we know, 
Joh. xiv. 4. It is not hid from us 
in (louds and thick Darkneſs ; or if 
it were, twere worth our pains to 
ſearch after ir. It is not at ſo great a 
diftance, but it may be ſeen, yea, it 
may be brought ſo near as to be felr. 
Though the way is ſtreight, yet 'ris 
certain , or if it were otherwiſe, who 
would not venture his pains upon 
the poſſibility of ſuch an iſſue * Mas 
) Ny Difficulties arein it; but our I[n- 
- | couragements and Aſviftances are infi- 

nite. The love of God, and the gifc 
, Yof bis /on ; the blond of (hrift, and 
: (his interceſ$0n ; the aids of the Spi- 
« Yrit, and the direfions of the Gofpel: 
« the [nvitations and Promiſes, the rare 
Precepts, and incomparable Exam- 
ples 
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ples of thoſe holy men that: have iſ 
gone before us. Thele are mighty 
helps and great motives to affiſt us in 
ſtriving, and to quicken us to it. 
Let us then ariſe in the ſtrength 
of Faith, and in the incouragement 
of thoſe aids, and attempt with cou- 
rage upon the Difficulties of out 
way. Let us ingage our deepeſt Re- 
ſolutions, and moſt diligent endeavours, 
Here is no need to deliberate, the 
things are neceſſary, the benefits un- 
ſfprakable, and the event will be gle 
rio#s. - It is no Queſtion, I hope, 
whether God, or the Creature 4 to be 
firſt choſen . whether Heaven or Hl 
be better * and therefore there is no 
cauſe that we ſhould ftay and confi 
der . we cannot be maſh bere, we 
cannot burt our ſelves by a'too ſud]: 
den ingagement, we have delayed too 
long already, and every moment Wt 
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{ic ſtill, is oe loſt to our Duty, and 
our Happineſs. Let us reſolve then, 
and begin with courage, and proceed 
with dittgence , 'tis our End and Fel; 
city for which we are to ſtrive; and 
every thing is aGive for its End and 
Perfe&ion. = 

All Creatures are diligent in ſerv- 
ing the Deſigns of Providence; the 
Heavens are in reſtleſs motion, and 
the Clonds are ftill carrying about 
their fruitful Waters; the ſluggiſh 
Earth ic ſelf is always putting forth in 
variety of Trees,and Graſs, and Flow- 
ers, the Rivers run towards the Sea, 
the Brooks move towards them, and 
the Sea within it ſelf, Thus all things 
even in. inanimate Nature may mind 
us of ating towards our end. And 
"Yit we look alittle higher, the Beaſts 
of che Field, the Fowls, and Cattel, 
and creeping things are diligent in 

M 2 {iriving 


164 Ehe Way 
ſtriving after the 900d and perfeFion 
of their Natures, and Solomon ſends 
the Sluggard to thoſe little Inſe#; 
the Ant and Bee, to teach him a&ti- 
vity and diligence, Prov. vi. 6. And 
ſhall the Beaſts a& more reaſonably 
than the profeſled Sons of Reaſon * 
May it not ſhame #5, that we need 
inſlruftion from the Creatures that 
haveno anderſtanding? With what 
face can we carry our heads ſo high, 
and look down with Contempt 
upon inferiour Animals, when they 


than we. 
The Sum is, All things are incel- 
ſantly moving towards an End , and 
Happinels is ours, which thereforc 
ſhould ingage our moſt careful 
Thoughts, and moſt ative Endea- 
VOUrs. 
We are folicitous and diligent 
about 


live more wiſely and more regularh, 
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about things of infinitely leſs mo- 
. ment, -and in effe& of 2#ne, viz. un- 
certain Riches, ſenſual Pleaſures, and 
'Þorldly Honours ; though the way 
1] to ihe is ſufficiently difficult and un- 
eaſie, yet we are not diſcouraged ; 
| weattempt all thoſe Difficulties with 
1] an obſtinate Courage, though with- 
out promile of any equal aſſiſtance, 
or aſſurance of ſucceſs. We are of- 
cen defeated in our purſuits, and yer 
wego on. We are overmaſter d by croſs 
events, and yet we try again We 
miſs our happineſs, when we have 
attain d our end, and yet we are as 
aftive in courting dilappointment 
another time : either we attain not 
the things we leck, or find no true 
| ſatufaSion in them, or they die in our 
hands preſently, and yet we ſtrive. 
And doth not this a&ivity about uns 
certain, wnſatisfying Trifles, ſhame- 
M3 wa 
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fully reprove our Negligence in re- 
ference to oug great End, Happineſs, - 
and PerfeHion ;In ftriving for which 


ye haye all the powers of Heavento 


aid us, and the Word of God, arid 


the Blond of his Son, and the expe- 
7ience of all that ever try'd, to aflure 
us that we ſhall neither fail of the 
things we ſeek, nor of the pleaſure 
that we expeft from them. 'And 
why then do welazily fit down, and 


with the Sluggard ſay, There #s a 


Lion in the way, while we deſpiſc 
greater diſcouragements,when vain 
things are to be ſought? The Mer- 
chant doth not give off, becauſe 


there are Storms, and the numerous 


Dangers ofthe Deep to be mer with 
in his way to the Indies, nor the 
Souldier lay by his Arms, becauſe 
of the hazards and toils of War. 
And do we a& conrageouſly for petty 


purchaſes s 


al 


cis, . = | faint ag delp ond 
when. we are to ſtrive for rr 
and eternal Glories ? 

Tis true indeed our own natural 
ſtrength is ſmall, in proportion to 
the Difficulties we are to encounter ; 
but the Grace of God i ſufficient for us, 
2 Cor. xii. 9. and we may do all 
things through Chriſt that ſfrengeh- 
ens us, Phil.iv. 13. Nature is weak, 
and imperfeRt, but we are not lefe 
in the condition of meer nature : For 
we are not under the Law, but under 
Grace, Rom, vi. 14. Weare under 
the influences of the holy Spirit, which 
will remove the mountains,and plain 
the way before us, it we take care 
to ingage thoſe aids by Faith and ſin- 
cere endeavour. 

For this we may beſureof, That 
God will never be wanting to 5, if we 


are not ſo ugto our ſelves, So that 
M 4 the 
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,68 The Way 
the caſe as to our natiral inability,and 
the afiRlance of Gods Spirit,ſcems to 
be thus. A manin a Boat is carri- 
&d from the Harbour he deſigns, by 
the violence of the Current ; -he 1s 
is not able only by plying of the 
Oar, to overcome the reſiltance of 
the Tide, buta gentle Gale blows 
with him, which will not of ic ſelf 
neither carry him up againſt the |. 
Torrent : Neither ef them will do it | a 
ſingly : Bur if he hoift the ſail, and || t 
uſe the Oar too, this wnited force pre- (| «x 
vails; and he gets happily co the | | 
Harbour. This methinks reſembles 
our Condition; we are carried down 
the Torrent of evil Inclinations and 
Afſe&ions, our own unaided force is 
too little for that great force : bur 
the Holy Spirit 15 with us, It breaths 
upon us, and is ready to aſſiſt, it || * 
we areſo to uſe it, and by che ſuper- 
addition 
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addition and ingagement of thoſe 
tbleſſed Aids, there is no evil ia 
our natures but may be over- 
come, So that we have no reaſon 
to be diſcouraged at the apprehenſi» 
"on of our impotence, out of weakneſs 
we ſhall be made ftrong, Heb. xi. 24. 
If we imploy our Talent, though ir 
be but a very ſmall one, we ſhall 
have more, Mat. xxv.29. And it we 
| accept ofthole divine helps, and uſe 
them, what was before, to meer 
natural conſideration, wuneaſie, will 
be pleaſant and ſweetly reliſhing. 

Uneot the greateſt Difficulties in 
the way of Reljgion, is to begin : the 
firſt ſteps are rougheſt LO thoſe feet 
that have been unaccaſtomed to it. 
The helps and manifold incourage- 
ments we ſhall meet with 1a the 
Progreſs, will render 1t more agree- 
able and delightſome. Thole very toils 
| will 
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will be grateful , and we know there 
is {carce any great ſenſe of pleaſure, 
but where there is ſome Difficulty 
and Pain, Evenour Work it ſelf will, 


5 » 


be Wages. And 'tis not only the End 
of Wildom that is pleaſantneſs, bur 


the oery Way, Prov. iii. 17. So that 


though weare call'd upon to ſtrive, 
and to run, and to fight, ( which 


words import Labour) yet we are 
not required to quit our pleaſures, 
but to change the objefs of them, to 


leave the delights of fwine for thoſe of 


Angels; ſenſual for ſpiritual Satis- 
fa&tions. 

Thus all things incourage, and 
invite us to ſtrive . God calls upon 


us, and our own Intereſts call , 


( briſt Feſus came to ingage us to 
rhis Work, and the Holy Spirit waits 
to aſſiſt it. If notwithſtanding all 
this, we /it ſtill, our Mepigings 
WI 


will be inexcuſable and fatal: or if 
we ariſe, and goa little forward,and 
then lay us down to take our eaſe 
and ref, our ſtate in the judgment 
of one that knew, will be worſe, more 
deſperate, and excuſeleſs, 2 Per. ii, 24: 

{ conclude all then, in the words 
of the bleſſed Jpoſile, 1 Cor. xv. 
Therefore my beloved Brethren , be ye 
ſledfaft, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing-in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
as ye know that your Labour is not in 
yain in the Lord : To him be Glory, 
and Honour henceforth , and for 
ever. Amen. 
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